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This article is drawn from an investigation into the exceptional
case of Omar, a minor offender who became an educator of minors
mainly thanks to the youth reform process implemented by the
Spanish justice system. This paper focuses on scrutinising some
of the key aspects of that success story. The biographical methodology was used to conduct
the research, using the cross-reporting model.
The main sources of information were a) Omar and seventeen other key characters (the
judge in the case, the assistant director of the correctional centre, his probation officer, his
foster mother in Spain, etc.). b) His records in the Juvenile Court and the Directorate General
of Juvenile Reform. And c) an extensive photographic record, mainly of his experience in the
correctional centre. The analysis focuses on 1) the socio-pedagogical accompaniment
conducted, 2) the holistic nature of the intervention and 3) its longitudinality. And it focuses
on the intervention made by the social worker in the correctional centre, which was the
cornerstone of the whole youth reform process (not just of the judicial measures of which it
was officially a part). The conclusions specify: 1) The reason socio-pedagogical
accompaniment is highly suitable for this type of case. 2) That the individual can be more
easily transformed if their circumstances are adapted. And 3) that intersectionality must be
coordinated throughout the process.
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Enrique Martinez Reguera is a psychologist, philosopher, educator and
writer but, as he stresses, "I am a person above all else". He has spent 60
years working in Primary, Secondary and university education, but be soon
realised that he was better at dealing with difficult teenagers that no-one
o e wanted. He has worked with vulnerable people for many years, mainly in

TSN Madrid, where he resides and where he has worked. He has fostered
HIK HASI. GUK SEGI children sent by judges and institutions at home, lived with them. And he
says loud and clear that everything he has learned was taught to him by them, not by the
university.
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After years of working on the recovery of women survivors of

gender violence, the professionals working with this group are concerned about the
assistance demanded by girls who suffer violence in their relationships. Very young women
who, on occasion, have had to abandon their studies or their ongoing life project as a result
of such an experience. This situation, together with statistical figures, leads us to reflect on
what is happening among young people in relation to equality; to what extent educational
programmes designed to prevent violence and the construction of egalitarian relationships
are being effective. Young people identify physical aggression and insults as violence;
however, they tend to normalise controlling behaviours in the couple’s relationship based on
myths about romantic love and gender stereotypes: jealousy, monitoring and checking
mobile phone messages, using social media to exert control, submission to the wishes of the
other party, and many more situations.
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