
 

28% of young women in the Autonomous Community of the Basque 
Country believe that boys have a better chance of getting a job even if 

their CVs are comparable 

At home, girls still do more housework than boys 

On occasion of the International Women's Day (8th March), the Basque Youth 
Observatory would like to provide some information on the inequality between men 
and women when it comes to accessing employment and sharing housework. 

These data come from a survey conducted in 2012 on a sample of 750 girls and 
750 boys aged 15 to 29 living in the Autonomous Community of the Basque 
Country. 

That survey asked young people to imagine that they were taking part in a 
selection process for a job that matched their studies and experience, and that a 
boy or girl (each respondent was told that it was someone of the opposite sex) of 
the same age, with the same training and experience was also participating in the 
said selection process. They were asked who they thought had a better chance of 
getting the job: the boy, because he was a boy, the girl, because she was a girl or 
whether being a boy or girl would not affect the outcome. 

Most boys and girls felt that the sex of the candidates did not affect the outcome, 
although this option was mostly mentioned by boys (64%) rather than by girls 
(57%). 

However, 28% of the girls believed that their male rivals had more options than 
they had, simply for being male. This view was shared by 19% of men. 

Only 9% of the girls, and a similar proportion of the boys (9%) believed that 
women would have more opportunities because they were women. 
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The perception girls have has worsened compared with 2008. Then, 23% of young 
women considered that men had better opportunities. It can be noted, therefore, 
that the perception young women have of discrimination on the grounds of sex 
when trying to get a job has increased by five points from 2008 to 2012 

By contrast, young men see less inequality in their favour now (19%) than before 
(23%), and there were a few more in 2012 than in 2008 who believed that women 
have more opportunities than men (9% and 6%, respectively). 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7651x/es/contenidos/informacion/euskadiko_gazteak/es_liburuak/adjuntos/Juventud_vasca_2008_c.pdf


On the other hand, the same survey asked young people living with partners 
(married or not) to describe how they shared household chores, i.e. cleaning, 
cooking, shopping, etc. 

40% of young women living with a partner reported that they did all or most of the 
housework. 45% said they shared the work equally and only 1% said that their 
partner did the housework. 

In the case of young men living with a partner, 26% acknowledged that their 
partner did all or most of the housework, 51% said that they did half and 8% said 
they did the housework. 

 
It is noteworthy that both men and women acknowledge that women do more 
housework. But there are more men than women who indicate that they also do 
housework, either most of it or sharing the responsibility. In other words, the 
perception or acknowledgement regarding how housework is perceived is different 
between men and women. 

The same was the case in 2008, when a significantly higher percentage of men 
(64%), compared with women (48%), stated that they shared household chores. 

There is, consequently, much to be done when both young women and young men 
accept that, on equal terms, men have easier access to employment and that 
women do most of the housework. 

 

Follow us on the social networks! 

   

 

 

Sharing housework between young couples
in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country (%) 
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http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

