
 

 

43% of unemployed youths are on training courses 

 

Engaging in additional training activities is more common among young 
people than the general population 

Lifelong learning is one of the pillars of European educational policy. The intention 

is permanent training, whether job-oriented or not. The European Commission 

defines it as any useful learning activity undertaken on an on-going basis to 

improve qualifications, knowledge and skills from a personal, civic, social or 

employment related perspective. This is a broad definition that emphasizes learning 

throughout a person's life and that encompasses formal, non-formal and informal 

learning. 

Last October 10th, the parliament of the Autonomous Community of the Basque 

Country passed Law 1/2013, on Lifelong Learning. With this law, the Basque 

Government, in coordination with other public and educational, social and economic 

agents, aims to promote lifelong learning as a means of ensuring personal 

promotion, social cohesion and employability, as well as personal satisfaction. 

To analyse the extent of lifelong learning among Basque youths, the Basque Youth 

Observatory conducted a survey involving 1500 young people living in the 

Autonomous Community of the Basque Country in 2012. The question asked was 

whether they had taken any course or embarked on any training activity related to 

their studies, leisure, health, sport... (but not included in their study programme, in 

the case of students). 

41% stated they had engaged in some type of training course over the previous 

year. This percentage was higher than that for the general population aged 18 and 

over (34% in 2011, according to the study Lifelong Learning, conducted by the 

Sociological Research Agency of the Basque Government). 

Young men and women aged 20-24 residing in Bizkaia are the groups that 

displayed the highest percentage of further training activities (45% in both cases). 

 

https://www.euskadi.net/bopv2/datos/2013/10/1304417a.pdf
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/o_11tef3/es_11tef3/adjuntos/11tef3_es.pdf


 

 

One third of those who exclusively work (34%) and almost half of unemployed 

youths (43%) claimed to have undertaken some type of training activity related to 

work, further education or leisure over the previous year. 

 

 

Follow us on the social media! 

    

 

 

 
 

Only
study

Study and
work

Only
work Unemployed

Yes 41 41 60 34 43

No 57 57 38 64 53

Dk/Na 2 1 2 2 4

TOTAL PERCENTAGE 100 100 100 100 100 

Now think of courses and training activities related either to work, studies, leisure, health,
sports, etc., and tell me: Have you undertaken any course or training activity in the last
12 months? (If you are a student, apart from your usual studies)

  

(%) TOTAL

MAIN OCCUPATION

15-19
.

20-24
.

25-29
. Álava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

Yes 41 36 45 43 36 45 39 
No 57 62 53 56 63 54 59 
Dk/Na 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 
TOTAL PERCENTAGE 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Now think of courses and training activities related either to work, studies, leisure, health, sports, etc.,
and tell me: Have you undertaken any course or training activity in the last 12 months? 
(If you are a student, other than your regular studies)

(%) TOTAL

AGE GROUPS PROVINCES

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523
https://twitter.com/GazteBehatokia

