
 

The number of Basque youths going to the pictures has 
dropped significantly 

 

Basque youths go to the cinema more than the general population in the 
Autonomous Community of the Basque Country but less than Spanish 
youths in general 

 

Coinciding with the San Sebastián Film Festival (Zinemaldia), we decided to 
determine the percentage of Basque youths that go to the cinema. 

In order to respond to this issue, we based our study on a survey conducted by the 
Basque Youth Observatory in March 2012, involving 1500 Basque youths aged 15 
to 29. In that survey, young people were asked whether they had gone to the 
cinema in the previous three months (i.e. December 2011 to March 2012). 

Just over half of Basque youths (53%) answered that they had gone to the pictures 
at least once in the said period.  

The percentage of youths going to the cinema dropped sharply from 2007 to 2012; 
from 72% to 53% (2007 data was provided by the Basque Observatory of Culture).  

The spread of Internet movie downloads, together with rising ticket prices, has led 
young people to reduce the frequency with which they go to the cinema. 

Despite this, the percentage of young people going to the cinema is higher than the 
figures for the Basque public in general. According to data from the Survey of 
Cultural Habits and Practices 2010/2011 of the Ministry of Education, Culture and 
Sports, 30% of the Basque population goes to the movies; a percentage 
significantly lower than that for Basque youths. Despite the reduced availability of 
money among young people in general, having more free time and fewer family 
responsibilities allows young people to participate to a greater extent than the rest 
of the population in this leisure activity. 

If we compare Basque and Spanish youths, we can see that Basque youths go to 
the pictures less than Spanish youths. Based on data from the same 2010/2011 
survey and processed by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport for the 
Basque Youth Observatory, 61% of Spanish youths go to the cinema.  

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en
http://www.mcu.es/estadisticas/MC/EHC/2010/TablasResultados.html
http://www.mcu.es/estadisticas/MC/EHC/2010/TablasResultados.html


 

 

Regarding groups, we found that girls go to the cinema more often than boys (55% 
and 51%, respectively), and people under 25 go more often than those aged 25 to 
29 (56% vs. 49%). 

The commercial success, in recent years, of certain films aimed at young people 
(such as the Twilight series) may explain, in part, the greater attendance of girls 
and people under 25 years of age. 

 

Follow us on the social media! 
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?ref=hl

