
 

The percentage of young people who believe there are too many foreigners 
in the Basque Country is on the increase 

Combating stereotypes about immigration is one of the objectives of the 
2013 Basque Youth Observatory training plan 

45% of Basque youths believe that there are too many foreigners in the Basque 
Country. 

These data have resulted from a survey conducted by the Basque Youth 
Observatory in 2012 involving 1500 young people aged 15 to 29 from the Basque 
Autonomous Region. 

The perception young people have of there being too many foreigners in the 
Basque Country has followed a steady upward trend since 2000. 

Changing perceptions among young people about the number 
of foreigners living in the Basque Country (%)
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Based on the statistics collected by the Immigration Observatory, we can see that 
the real percentage of foreigners living in the Basque Autonomous Region has 
increased substantially in recent years. More specifically, there has been a 28% 
increase between 2008 and 2012.  

The actual increase in the number of foreigners has had an effect on the perception 
of the population in general but the increase in the percentage of young people who 
consider that there are too many foreigners living in the Basque Autonomous 
Region is striking (an 18% increase between 2008 and 2012), in contrast with a 
13% drop in those who think that there are quite a few foreigners but not too 
many.  

In other words, the net increase of the foreign population in the Basque 
Autonomous Region has resulted in an increase of the negative perception young 
people have of the number of immigrants. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.ikuspegi-inmigracion.net/es/estadisticas/estadisticas.php
http://www.ikuspegi-inmigracion.net/es/estadisticas/estadisticas.php


Changing perceptions among young people regarding the large 
number of foreigners in the Basque Country versus the actual 

percentage of foreigners in the Basque Autonomous Region (%)
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The impact of the crisis and rising unemployment, which has tripled over the last 
four years among young people aged 16 to 29 (from 7.3% in 2008 to 22.6% in the 
third quarter of 2012) may be some of reasons that have affected perceptions and 
opinions on immigration. 

In addition, together with the perception that there are too many immigrants, there 
has also been an increase in the percentage of young people who advocate refusing 
entry to immigrants, to the point that 10% held such a view in 2012. This, 
however, is not the opinion of the majority, who believe we must allow those who 
have an employment contract to enter (63%), while another 18% say that the 
most appropriate measure would be to allow widespread access to immigrants. 

Changing opinions among young people in the Basque 
Autonomous Region regarding immigration (%)
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The crisis provides the ideal breeding ground for the spread of negative stereotypes 
about immigrants. It is easy to construct xenophobic and discriminatory discourses 
based on these stereotypes. With a view to achieving a cohesive society that 



respects diversity, the Directorate for Immigration and Diversity of the Basque 
Government is promoting an initiative to combat these stereotypes, titled “Stop the 
rumours” which offers accurate and proven information on the inaccuracy and 
falsehood of many of the beliefs we hold about immigrants. 

In order to contribute to this campaign, the Basque Youth Observatory has 
launched its 2013 training programme with a course titled “How to combat 
immigration-related prejudice and rumours based on educational activities involving 
young people?”. The course will be held on 29th, 30th and 31st January and will be 
imparted by Xavier Aierdi (Begirune-UPV), Felix Etxeberria (UPV), Rosabel Argote 
(CEAR Euskadi) and Elena Ayarza (Director of the Office of Children and 
Adolescence of Ararteko). 

 

Follow us on the social networks! 

   

 

 

http://www.frenaelrumor.org/Index.aspx
http://www.frenaelrumor.org/Index.aspx
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7657/en/contenidos/noticia/ikastaroa_immigrazioa_13/en_ikastaro/ikastaroa.html
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7657/en/contenidos/noticia/ikastaroa_immigrazioa_13/en_ikastaro/ikastaroa.html
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7657/en/contenidos/noticia/ikastaroa_immigrazioa_13/en_ikastaro/ikastaroa.html
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

