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Youth unemployment fell in the Autonomous Community 

of the Basque Country in the third quarter of 2013 

 

Unemployment figures for people aged 16 to 29 are still twice as high as 
for the general population 

On occasion of the recent publication of working population data (PRA - Survey of 

Population in Relation to Activity) for the third quarter of 2013, the Basque Youth 

Observatory has conducted a study of the situation of youth employment in the 

Autonomous Community of the Basque Country. The PRA is prepared on a quarterly 

basis by the Basque Statistics Institute (EUSTAT). 

In the third quarter of 2013, the unemployment rate among young people aged 16 

to 29 was 29.4 % in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country. 

The unemployment rate indicates the percentage of the working population (i.e. 

looking for employment) who are unemployed but who are available for work and 

actively seeking employment (they have tried to find a job in the last four weeks); 

it does not include students who are not seeking employment or disabled people 

who are unable to work. 

Similarly, youth unemployment in Spain also fell in the third quarter of the year 

according to data from the Survey of the Working Population published by the 

National Statistics Institute (INE). More specifically, it fell from 43.3 % in the 

second quarter of 2013 to 41.7 % in the third quarter. In any case, youth 

unemployment in Spain is much higher than in the Autonomous Community of the 

Basque Country and has been above 40% since 2012. 

Regarding the evolution of youth unemployment in the Autonomous Community of 

the Basque Country, we can see that, since 2007, when the lowest youth 

unemployment rate was recorded (5.7%), unemployment figures increased almost 

fivefold up to the second quarter of 2013, although the latest quarterly figures 

show a slight decrease. However, this fall cannot be considered a trend until the 

next quarter when we shall be able to see whether the improvement is due to 

seasonal summer employment or a long-term trend. Our system is ever more 

service-oriented, particularly regarding tourism, and, therefore, seasonal 

employment is becoming a more decisive factor than when the main economic 

activity was of an industrial nature. In this context, young people are more likely to 

obtain those seasonal jobs. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
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On the other hand, comparing youth unemployment rates with the unemployment 

figures for the general population of the Autonomous Community of the Basque 

Country, we can see that youth unemployment doubles that of the general 

population, which has been a constant feature since 2007. 
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Finally, the youth unemployment rate for men and women has remained the same 

since 2007, when unemployment figures for young women began to be lower than 

for young men. In fact, the fall in female youth unemployment in the third quarter 

of 2013 has been more pronounced than that registered for young men. 

 

These data can also be viewed in the statistics of the Basque Youth Observatory, in 

the indicator section under Work, more specifically in the sub-section titled Activity, 

Employment and Unemployment. 

Follow us on the social media! 

   

 

 
 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7650x/en/estatistikak/temasV1.apl?idioma=i&ambito=1
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

