
 

 

More than half of young people believe that the worst of the 
crisis is still to come 

Data from the latest Basque Sociometer by the Lehendakaritza (First 
Minister's Office) 

 

The Basque Youth Observatory would like to present a brief analysis of how Basque 

youths perceive the current economic crisis. 

With this in mind, we have based our study on the answers of 465 Basque youths 

aged between 18 and 29 to a number of questions about the current economic 

situation and how they perceive the future. These answers have been taken from 

the latest Basque Sociometer (number 52 of the series) prepared by the 

Sociological Survey Office of the Presidency of the Basque Government.  

According to this study, two out of three young people in the Autonomous 

Community of the Basque Country believe that the economic situation in our region 

is poor or very poor (68%). When asked about the employment situation in the 

Autonomous Community of the Basque Country, their negative perception increases 

to 77%. 

However, when asked about their personal economic situation, there are more 

positive assessments: 56% of youths believe that their personal situations are good 

or very good while 44% believe they are poor or very poor. 

In any case, due to the economic crisis and with a view to reducing expenses, 63% 

of young people say they have changed (they and/or their families) their leisure 

habits and 50% their shopping habits regarding clothing or footwear. 

On the other hand, when young people are asked to place themselves in a social 

class, where 0 is the lowest level or poor and 10 is the highest level or rich, young 

people score their situations when they were children with a 6.0 on average and 5.3 

for their current situation, which reflects a perceived decline in the social scale. This 

contrasts with people in older groups who feel that, despite everything, the current 

situation has substantially improved compared to their childhood. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/sociometro_vasco_52/es_soc52/adjuntos/13sv52.pdf
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r48-contestu/es/contenidos/informacion/v2_estudios/es_estudios/estudios.html


 

Furthermore, when asked which group is most affected by the economic crisis, over 

half of young people mention youths (59%). This is not unique to young men and 

women. All age groups state that young people are mainly affected by the crisis. 

Young people are pessimistic about the future. Over half (59%) believe that, 

regarding the impact of the economic crisis on the labour market, the worst is yet 

to come and far fewer (34%) believe that a turning point has been reached. 

Moreover, 61% of youths believe that the crisis is not a passing event and that we 

are experiencing a profound change in our way of life. 

As for what measures should be taken to deal with the current economic situation, 

66% of young people believe that we should maintain or increase spending to 

stimulate growth and only 17% are in favour of cuts. 

 

Follow us on the social media! 

   

 

 

 

Perception of current and childhood situations on
a social scale from 0 to 10, by age group
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Source: Prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory, based on data provided by the 
Sociological Survey Office of the Basque Government (Basque Sociometer 52)

Childhood
Today

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

