
 

 

Four in ten young people in the Basque Autonomous Region 
use libraries or media centres 

 

Young people in studies go much more than the rest 

On occasion of Library Day, 24th October, the Basque Youth Observatory will 
provide some data on the habits of Basque youths regarding the use of libraries and 
media centres. These data come from a survey prepared by the Basque Youth 
Observatory in March 2012 on a representative sample of Basque youths aged 15 
to 29. 

In March 2012, 39 % of young people in the Basque Autonomous Region said they 
had attended a library or media centre in the preceding month. 

Comparing these results with those from a similar survey conducted by the Basque 
Culture Observatory in 2008, we can see that there has been an increase in the 
number of people visiting libraries from 33 % to 39 % over a period of four years. 

According to data from 2012, girls go to libraries more often than boys (45 % vs 34 
%). 

As age increases, the percentage of young people who go to libraries decreases 
significantly, from more than half among those aged 15 to 19 (54 %) to just over a 
quarter of those aged 25-29 (28 %). 

 
The size of the municipality also has an effect on library use: young people living in 
medium-sized municipalities or in the Basque capitals go to libraries more often (40 
%) than people living in towns of less than 10,000 inhabitants (35 %). In small 
towns often the spread of the houses and their distance from libraries or media 
centres don´t make easier to go. 

 

 

 

Use of libraries or media centres in the past month
by sex and age group (%)
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Source: Basque Youth Observatory, 2012

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/


 

But the main activity shows the highest differences between youths in relation to 
library use: those who are studying go to the libraries and media centres much 
more than the rest of young people. In fact, the 58 % of students and the 58 % of 
those who combine studies and work said they went to a library or media centre in 
the preceding month; in case of young people working or unemployed the 
percentages decreases to 18 % and 19 % respectively. 

 

 

Finally, the Basque Youth Observatory would like to remind users that it has a 
Documentation Centre with a collection of almost 4,000 monographs and nearly 70 
magazines that specialise on youth issues. This Documentation Centre is open to 
the public and belongs to the Basque Public Reading Network, so it´s possible to 
ask for books by interlibrary loan. 

 

Follow us on the social networks! 

   
 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7652/en/contenidos/informacion/presentacion_documentacion/en_10731/presentacion_documentacion.html
http://www.katalogoak.euskadi.net/cgi-bin_q81a/abnetclop?SUBC=ORO/O2015
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

