
 

 

2013: International Year of Statistics 

 

How is the unemployment rate interpreted? 

The unemployment rate reflects the percentage of unemployed people in the total 
labour force within the same age group. Working population refers to people who 
are willing to work, i.e. it does not include children under 16, retirees, students not 
seeking employment or disabled people who are unable to work. When it is said 
that people are unemployed, we are referring to those who are unemployed and are 
actively seeking employment, which means that they have sought employment with 
in the past four weeks. 

According to data that Eustat has made available to the Basque Youth Observatory, 
the unemployment rate for the population aged 16 to 29 in the Basque Country in 
2012 (yearly average) was 23.8 % (these data have been calculated by Eustat for 
the Basque Youth Observatory on request and are only available in the 
Observatory's statistics ). 

Claiming that the youth unemployment rate is 23.8% does not mean that 23.8% of 
the total population of young people are unemployed, as the activity rate for this 
group is 49.4%. That 23.8% indicates the percentage of young people who are 
willing and able to work and seeking employment without finding it. 

If we calculated how many people aged 16 to 29 were unemployed among all the 
people in this age group, the percentage would have been 11.8% in 2012. 

Just as the unemployment rate calculated for the active youth population, 
unemployment adjusted to the overall youth population has undergone major 
changes over the last twelve years. In the year 2000 almost 15% of young people 
were unemployed; however, in 2007, it was barely 3.3% of the youth population. 
The latest figures are close to those recorded a decade ago. 

 
 

 

Evolution of unemployment adjusted to youth population  
(percentage of young people aged 16 to 29 who are unemployed compared with

the total number of youths in the same age group)
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Source: Prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory, based on data provided by Eustat

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7650x/en/estatistikak/temasV1.apl?idioma=i&ambito=1
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7657/en/contenidos/noticia/berria_langabezia_13/en_berria/langabezia_13.html


And what do other young people do? According to the latest survey conducted by 
the Basque Youth Observatory between November and December 2012, 47.5% of 
young people aged 16 to 29 are studying full time, 9.4% primarily study and also 
works, another 30.6% primarily work, and less than 1% are in other situations 
(housewives, etc.). 

Follow us on the social networks! 

    

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523
http://twitter.com/gaztebehatokia

