
 

Two out of three young people in the Basque Country demand 
a substantial change of our social model 

The percentage of young people who want to become more involved in 
public affairs is on the increase 

The Basque Youth Observatory has analysed the responses given by 1,500 young 
people aged 15 to 29 in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country to 
various questions related to social change and citizen participation. These questions 
were made within a broader research project conducted in 2012 by the Basque 
Youth Observatory in order to identify the concerns, values and attitudes of Basque 
youths. 

Thus, in relation to our society today, 47% of young people believe deep reforms 
are needed and another 18% think radical changes are required, from which it can 
be concluded that 65% of young people demand a substantial change in our social 
model. On the other hand, 30% think that it can be improved with small changes 
and only 2% think it is fine as it is. 

Young people aged 25 to 29 display the greatest desire for a radical change (22%), 
while most of those who have not yet reached the age of 20 do not demand 
profound social changes (40% believe that our society can be improved with minor 
changes and another 5% think it is alright as it is). 

Opinion of Basque youths in relation to our current 
society, by age group (%)
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Young men would opt for a radical change to a greater extent than young women 
(21% and 14%, respectively). 

A comparison between Basque youths and Spanish youths displays that deep 
reforms are more in demand in Spain than in the Basque Country. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/


OPINIONS REGARDING OUR CURRENT 
SOCIETY

Youth Basque 
Country Youth Spain

OK as it is 2 2

Can be improved with small changes 30 24

Needs profound reforms 47 55

Should be changed radically 18 17

Dk/Na 3 2

TOTAL 100 100

Source: Basque Youth Observatory for data on the Autonomous Community 
of the Basque Country and Injuve for data on Spain ("Jóvenes, participación 
y cultura política", 2011)  

 

These views reveal the high degree of discomfort of young people with the current 
situation. 

In this scenario, and faced with a social image of youth passivity, 42% of young 
Basques say they would like to participate more actively in public affairs.  

This percentage has increased considerably over previous years. 

Evolution of the percentage of young Basques who 
wish to participate more actively in the public affairs
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Those that most express a desire to participate actively in public affairs are young 
people aged between 20 and 24 (46%). Girls also display a greater desire to 
participate than boys (45% vs. 39%). 

It is necessary, therefore, to channel the demands of young people to enable them 
to participate more effectively and to allow their opinions to be taken into account 
by the institutions, even if those opinions imply certain changes to the said 
institutions themselves. 

 
Follow us on the social networks! 

   

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia

