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May 1st, International Labour Day. Youth employment survey 

 

In the Basque Country, of every 100 young people aged 16 to 29, 35 work, 
14 are unemployed and the rest primarily study 

On occasion of the International Labour Day on May 1st, the Basque Youth 

Observatory has studied the situation of young people in the Autonomous 

Community of the Basque Country in relation to employment. This study will also 

inevitably study the evolution of unemployment in recent years. 

In order to conduct this study, the Basque Youth Observatory has mainly used data 

provided by the Basque Statistics Institute, Eustat, based on a Survey of Population 

in Relation to Activity (PRA). These data refer to the key statistical indicators 

related to activity and employment: activity rate, employment rate and 

unemployment rate. 

The activity rate indicates the percentage of people available for work compared 

to the total population in the age group considered. It, therefore, consists of those 

who are working and those who are looking for a job and are available to work.  

The activity rate for young people in the Autonomous Community of the Basque 

Country (BAC) was 48.7% in the first quarter of 2013, i.e. nearly 49 out of every 

100 young people aged 16 to 29 in the Autonomous Community of the Basque 

Country are working or available for work and seeking employment.  

What do other young people do? At the beginning of 2013, half (50%) of young 

people in this age group stated they were mainly studying (according to data from 

a survey provided by the Sociological Research Office). 

The activity rate for Basque youths has been declining gradually in recent years, 

from 60.7% in 2005 to 48.7% in early 2013. Unlike the activity rate for young 

people, the activity rate for the general population aged 16 and over has remained 

more or less constant over the years. 

On the other hand, the activity rate for Spanish youths has also been falling since 

2008 but is clearly higher than the rates in the Autonomous Community of the 

Basque Country. What does this mean? It means that there is a higher proportion 

of young people willing to work in Spain (whether they have a job or not) than in 

the BAC. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://en.eustat.es/ci_ci/indice.html#axzz2RwCxb78y
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r48-contestu/es/contenidos/informacion/v2_estudios/es_estudios/estudios.html
http://www.injuve.es/en
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Evolution of the activity rate,
by age group and location (%)
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The employment rate refers to the percentage of people employed, i.e. working, 

compared with the total number of people in the same age group. The employment 

rate for young people in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country was 

34.7% in the first quarter of 2013, i.e. 35 out of 100 Basque youths aged 16 to 29 

are currently working.  

The employment rate has been declining steadily since the series of data began to 

be collected in 2005. Considering all the Basque population aged 16 and over, we 

can also see a fall, but not as marked as in the case of young people. 

The employment rate for young people in the Autonomous Community of the 

Basque Country has been slightly higher than the figures for Spain since 2009; the 

percentage of young people working in the Autonomous Community of the Basque 

Country is higher than among their Spanish peers.  
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Evolution of the employment rate,
by age group and location (%)
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The unemployment rate indicates the percentage of active people (i.e. looking for 

employment) who are unemployed but who are available for work and actively 

seeking employment (they have tried to find a job in the last four weeks); it does 

not include students who are not seeking employment or disabled people who are 

unable to work. 

In the first quarter of 2013, the unemployment rate for youths aged 16 to 29 was 

28.7% in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country. Therefore, at 

present, almost one quarter of young people who can and want to work are 

unemployed.  

This figure has increased significantly in recent years. Since 2007, when the lowest 

youth unemployment rate was recorded (5.7%), the figure has increased fivefold.  

Comparing youth unemployment rates with the unemployment figures for the 

general population of the Basque Autonomous Region, we can see that youth 

unemployment doubles that of the general population, which is a constant feature 

that has been repeated over the years. 

On the other hand, if we compare the youth unemployment rate in the Autonomous 

Community of the Basque Country with that for Spanish youths, we find that the 

situation of Spanish youths is rather worse than that of Basque youths: the youth 

unemployment rate in Spain in the first quarter of 2013 is 44.6%. 
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Evolution of the unemployment rate,
by age group and location (%)
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If we calculate how many people aged 16 to 29 are unemployed from among all the 
population in this age group (and not the total number of active population, as in 
the unemployment rate calculated by official international statistics), the 
percentage would drop to 14% for the first quarter of 2013, and this is the so-
called unemployment adjusted to the overall youth population. 

Similarly to the unemployment rate calculated for the active youth population, 
unemployment adjusted to the overall youth population has undergone major 
changes over the last twelve years. In the year 2000, almost 14.6% of young 
people were unemployed; however, in 2007, this figure was barely 3.3%. The latest 
figures are nearly identical to those recorded thirteen years ago. 

Evolution of unemployment adjusted to total youth population 
(percentage of young people aged 16 to 29 who are unemployed 
compared with the total number of youths in the same age group)
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We can conclude, therefore, that of every 100 young people aged 16 to 29 in the 
Autonomous Community of the Basque Country, 35 are working, 14 are 
unemployed (and actively seeking employment) and 50 are studying. 

For further information, please access the full article. 

The data can also be found in the statistics of the Basque Youth Observatory. 

 

Follow us on the social networks! 

   

 

 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7650x/en/estatistikak/temasV1.apl?idioma=i&ambito=1
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
http://twitter.com/#!/GazteBehatokia
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/contenidos/noticia/berria_langabezia_pra_13/en_def/adjuntos/artikulua_langabezia_en.pdf

