
 

77% of young people in the Autonomous Community of the 
Basque Country are against the death penalty 

Despite being a minority, the percentage of young people in favour of the 
death penalty has increased in recent years 

 

Coinciding with the celebration of World Day Against the Death Penalty (October 

10), the Basque Youth Observatory is studying the opinion of young people in the 

Autonomous Community of the Basque Country in relation to the death penalty. 

The basis of this study is a survey conducted in March 2012 by the Basque Youth 

Observatory involving 1500 Basque youths aged between 15 and 29. 

The results of the survey show that 77% of young people in the Basque Country 

are against the death penalty. On the other hand, 16% are in favour of capital 

punishment. The remaining 7% do not have an opinion on this issue. 

Noting the trend in recent years, it appears that there has been a disturbing 

increase in the percentage of young people in favour of the death penalty, which 

has increased from 9% in 2008 to 16% in 2012. 

 

 
The data collected at state level in the report titled, Spanish Youths 2012 show 

unusually high percentages (43%) of Spanish youths in favour of the death penalty, 

despite the question including the phrase "for people with very serious crimes." 
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http://www.worldcoalition.org/es/worldday?gclid=CJLHrbGd4rICFYq-zAodCQIAUQ
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://www.injuve.es/observatorio/demografia-e-informacion-general/informe-de-la-juventud-en-espana-2012


 

 

The sex and age of young people do not influence their position for or against the 

death penalty. The level of education, however, does seem to have an effect to the 

point that the higher the level of studies completed the lower the support for capital 

punishment. 

The ideological position also displays differences. Young people who define 

themselves as having right-wing or centre convictions support the death penalty 

more than those who state left-wing convictions, although the numbers that favour 

capital punishment are a minority in all cases. 

 

In view of the data, it seems necessary to continue promoting tolerance and 
democratic values in the education of young people. 

Follow us on the social media! 
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The data relating to Spanish youths was taken from a study prepared by
Injuve, titled "Spanish Youths 2012"

Opinion regarding the death penalty in 2012.
Comparison between Basque and

Spanish youths (%)

In favour Against Dk/Na 

Obligatory
Secondary

post-obligatory Higher Left
Right +

Centre Dk/Na

In favour 16 20 14 12 13 20 17

Against 77 73 77 81 82 70 74

Dk/Na 8 7 9 7 5 10 9 
TOTAL PERCENTAGE 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

OPINION ON THE DEATH PENALTY BASED ON STUDIES COMPLETED AND ON A LEFT-RIGHT IDEOLOGICAL
DIVIDE (%)

(%) TOTAL

STUDIES COMPLETED LEFT-RIGHT DIVIDE

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?sk=wall
https://twitter.com/GazteBehatokia

