
 

 

Cultural practices related to the performing arts are less widespread 
among Basque youths than the European average 

Young people are involved in them to a greater extent than the general 
population in the Basque Country 

 

The Basque Youth Observatory would like to compare the number of young people 
in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country who participate in artistic 
activities related to the performing arts (theatre, dance or music) with average 
figures for European youths.  

With this in view, we shall consider the results of a survey we conducted in 2012 
(currently in the process of being published) and data published by the European 
Commission last November in the report titled Cultural access and participation. 

According to these data, 23 % of young people aged 15 to 24 in the European 
Union (average of the 28 states) have practised dancing or ballet (individually, in 
groups, taking classes...) in the 12 months preceding the survey. 16 % have played 
a musical instrument. Another 16 % have sung (in any group, choir, etc.). And 6 % 
have been involved in theatre. 

Among young people in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country of the 
same age (15-24) the percentages of people who state they have practised the 
same activities are substantially lower: 9 % have practised dancing or ballet, 11 % 
have played a musical instrument, 4 % have sung in a choir or group and 3 % have 
been involved in theatre. 

 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_399_en.pdf


On the other hand, if we make the comparison with the general population of the 
Autonomous Community of the Basque Country, we see that this type of activity 
associated with the performing arts is more widespread among young people than 
among the general population. In order to make this comparison, we have taken 
into account the data published by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport in 
its survey titled Survey on cultural habits and practices 2010/2011.  

 

 

On the other hand, if we analyse the evolution of these artistic practices among 
Basque youths, we see that, from 2008 to 2012, the data have hardly changed: the 
percentage of those who say they play an instrument has fallen slightly, while the 
percentage of young people who state they practise dancing or ballet has increased 
by one point, the same as for those involved in theatre.  

 

 

http://www.mcu.es/estadisticas/MC/EHC/2010/TablasResultados.html#artes
http://www.kultura.ejgv.euskadi.net/r46-19123/es/contenidos/informacion/est_hp/es_hp_cae/hp_cae.html


 

We can, therefore, conclude that of the four artistic activities proposed, playing an 
instrument is the one most regularly performed by young Basque people, although 
the percentage has fallen in recent years and is below the EU average. 

Follow us on the social media! 

    

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523
http://twitter.com/gaztebehatokia

