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Basque youths rate their current situation with a score of 5.1 

Only one third of young people (35%) believe that their situation will 
improve over the next five years 

Basque youths aged 15 to 29 rate the current situation of young people in general 
at 5.1 (on a scale of 0 to 10). 

The score given to the situation of young people decreases as age increases and 
goes from 6.2 among people under the age of 20 to 4.4 among people in the 25 to 
29 age group.  

The score awarded by people over 29, regarding the situation of young people, is 
even lower (an average of 4.0 on a scale from 0 to 10). This leads us to think that 
mothers and fathers are extremely worried about the situation of their young sons 
or daughters, as the 46 to 62 age group (people who have sons or daughters aged 
15 to 29) grant the lowest rating to the situation of young people (3.8 on 10). 

 

These low ratings are understandable in a context of high youth unemployment and 
great difficulties regarding youth emancipation. According to the statistics of the 
Basque Youth Observatory, the unemployment rate in the Basque Country among 
the 16 to 29 age group stood at 29.5% in the last quarter of 2013, i.e. three out of 
every ten young people in a position to work could not find a job. On the other 
hand, according to information published by the Emancipation Observatory, 
dependent on the Spanish Youth Council, referring to the Basque Country in the 
third quarter of 2013, young employed people aged 16 to 29 had to dedicate 
83.9% of their monthly income to buy a home or 55.4% of their salary if they 
wanted to rent a home.  In addition, there is the increasing difficulty in obtaining a 
mortgage, due to the strict conditions laid down by financial institutions, which has 
led to an increase in the number of people who decide to turn down public housing 
that they have won in official draws. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7650x/en/estatistikak/temasV1.apl?idioma=i&ambito=1
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7650x/en/estatistikak/temasV1.apl?idioma=i&ambito=1
http://www.cje.org/descargas/cje4422.pdf
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When asked about their expectations regarding the evolution of the situation of 
young people over the next five years, the views of young people vary widely: 35% 
believed that it will improve, 32% think it will remain as it is and 30% are of the 
opinion that it will worsen.  

 

Among people aged 15 to 29, the percentage of those who believe that the 
situation of young people will improve increases as age increases (32% in the 15 to 
19 age group, 34% in the 20 to 24 group and 38% in the 25 to 29 age group). 

However, the most optimistic group is the one that includes people aged over 62: 
almost half (46%) believe that the situation of young people will be better than now 
in five years' time. 
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These data come from a study conducted by the Basque Youth Observatory titled 
Aurrera Begira / Looking to the Future. This is a joint study conducted by the 
Basque Youth Observatory and the Sociological Survey Office of the Basque 
Government and is based on a telephone survey involving a representative sample 
of the population aged 15 to 29 (1516 young people) and people aged over 29 (943 
people). The surveys were conducted between November and December 2013 and 
the final report was published in February 2014. The data obtained from this study 
has also been used to prepare a report that incorporates the salient findings 
summarized in ten key indicators (Aurrera begira 2013. Youth expectations 
indicators). 

Follow us on the social media! 

    

 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/contenidos/informacion/ikerketak/es_def/adjuntos/Aurrera_begira_Mirando_al_futuro.pdf
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/contenidos/informacion/ikerketak/es_def/adjuntos/aurrera_begira_c.pdf
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/contenidos/informacion/ikerketak/es_def/adjuntos/aurrera_begira_c.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/GazteBehatokia

