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Most young people in the Basque Country have higher qualifications than their 

parents 

If either of the parents has higher qualifications, the greater the tendency to pursue higher 

education 

51% of young people living in the Basque Country aged 25 to 34 have pursued higher 

education, whether a higher level vocational module (FP II) or university studies 

(undergraduate, post-graduate, master or doctorate).  

Another 40% have completed post-compulsory secondary education, A levels or equivalent or 

an intermediate vocational level (FP I).   

The remaining 9% have only compulsory education (ESO, EGB). 

If we compare the level of education of young people with that of the Basque population over 

45 years of age, we appreciate a substantial difference. 

 

But, what impact do the studies pursued by the parents have on the education of their sons 

and daughters? 

42% of young people whose father only attended compulsory education (completed or not) 

have pursued higher education, this figure rises to 77% when the father has completed higher 

education. 
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The same is true if we consider mothers: 43% of young people whose mothers have only taken 

compulsory education (or lower) have reached higher education, and if the mother also 

pursued graduate studies, the percentage of young people with this level of studies rises to 

78%. 

It has also been appreciated that young people whose mothers have post-compulsory 

secondary studies tend to go on to higher education to a greater extent than young people 

whose fathers have taken post-compulsory secondary education. 

 

By contrast, only 2% of young people aged 25 to 34 whose father and/or mother took higher 

education have stopped at the compulsory level. 



3 
 

Combining the studies completed by both parents, we can see that, in the case of young 

people whose parents have completed compulsory education (both), 85% exceed this level of 

education and, more specifically, 40% go on to higher qualifications. 

 

Thus, in general, this proves the influence of the educational attainment of the parents (father 

or mother) on the academic level of their sons and daughters, but above all, it displays that the 

educational level of the parents, although it does have a bearing, does not fully determine that 

of the sons and daughters.  

Thanks to the efforts of parents to provide their children with higher qualifications, to the 

interest of the said young people to attain skills, and to the public education system, which has 

allowed access to post-compulsory secondary and higher education to groups with limited 

economic resources, Basque youths have an academic level that is much higher than that of 

previous generations. 

These data have been analysed by the Basque Youth Observatory with reference to a broader 

research project conducted by the Basque Youth Observatory in November 2013. During the 

said research project, a representative sample of Basque youths aged 25 to 34 were 

interviewed (1200 interviews) and, among other things, were asked about the level of their 

own studies and those of their parents. The comparison with data of the Basque population 

over 45 years of age was based on a survey conducted jointly by the Basque Youth 

Observatory and the Sociological Studies Office of the President's Cabinet in December 2013. 
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