
 

Two-thirds of the Basque youths aged 18 to 29 say they will vote in the 
elections to the European Parliament next May 25 

Interest in European affairs has increased markedly 

The Basque Youth Observatory has asked a representative sample of Basque 

youths age 18 to 29 whether they intend to vote in the upcoming European 

elections planned for May. 41% firmly stated they would be voting and 25% said 

they would probably vote. By adding these two figures, we can expect two-thirds of 

Basque youths (66%) to vote on May 25. 

On the other hand, 13% emphatically asserted that they would not be voting, while 

9% thought that their most likely option would be to abstain. 12% did not have an 

opinion. 

 

More young women than men stated they would be voting: 71% of young women 

said they would or probably would vote. This percentage fell to 62% in the case of 

young men.  

Young people with higher education qualifications (university or higher vocational 

training cycles), whether completed or on-going, declared their intention to go to 

the polls to a greater extent than those who have lower levels of education 

(compulsory, secondary school or medium level vocational studies): 71% and 47% 

respectively. 



Young people's intention to vote is not affected by age or province of residence. 

The greatest differences arise in the interest young people display in European 

current affairs and their experience voting in previous elections. 

The interest Basque youths feel for European Union political activities and current 

affairs has increased dramatically in recent years; more so at the moment just 

before the European elections: in 2008, 29% of young people aged 18 to 29 said 

they were very or fairly interested in this topic; by the end of 2013 this percentage 

had increased to 50%; i.e. half of Basque youths are interested in European current 

affairs. 

80% of young people who are very or fairly interested in the political activity and 

the current affairs of the European Union said they definitely or probably would 

vote. Over half of those who have little or no interest in these issues said they 

would vote but in much lower percentages (53%). 

 

To analyse the influence of prior experience in voting in previous elections, we have 

removed young people who are 18 years old from the study, as people of this age 

would not have been able to vote in any previous election. 

Three-quarters of those who said they had voted in previous elections said that, on 

this occasion, they would vote again (74%). Among those who said they had never 

voted in any election in the previous three years, only a minority said they would 

vote on this occasion (30%). 



We can, therefore, conclude that the level of education, the experience of having 

voted in the past and an interest in European affairs have a significant impact on 

young people's intention to vote in the European elections next May 25. 

These data come from a survey conducted by the Basque Youth Observatory last 

December, 2013, in which we interviewed 1311 young people aged 18 to 29 living 

in the Basque Country. 
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