
 

Seven out of ten young Basques are calling for greater citizen participation in the peace and 

coexistence process 

The Basque Youth Observatory has studied the views of young people aged 18 to 29 in relation 

to the peace process and compared them with those of the general population of the Basque 

Country. This data is based on the study titled Basque Socio-meter 54 - Peace and Coexistence, 

conducted by the Sociological Survey Office of the Presidency of the Basque Government. 

Half of Basque youths aged 18 to 29 (53%) believe that the peace process in the Basque 

Country is stagnant. While only one third (32%) believe that progress is being made in this 

process, this figure is somewhat higher than among the general population, which is more 

sceptical regarding progress. 

 

Young people believe that the two facts that would lead to further progress in the peace 

process would be the disarming and disbanding of ETA, on the one hand, and bringing prison 

inmates to prisons that are closer to the Basque Country (39% and 37%, respectively). The 

third fact mentioned, indicated by 28% of young people, as relevant to the advancement of the 

process would be if all the political forces were able to reach an agreement on the Statement 

for Peace and Coexistence in the Basque Parliament. 

Both the disarming and disbanding of ETA and reaching an agreement on the Basque 

Parliament Statement are mentioned less frequently by young people than by the general 

population, while, on the other hand, young people refer to other facts more frequently, such 

as an acknowledgement of the damage caused by police abuse (13%), no further arrests of 

people from sectors of the nationalist left (11%) and further investigation of torture cases 

(11%). 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/sociometro_vasco_54/es_soc53/adjuntos/14sv54.pdf
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r48-subpros/es/


 

In addition to this and with a view to the advancement of the process, 93% of young people 

are very or fairly in agreement with the statement that justice must be provided for all the 

victims, whether caused by ETA or police violence; 91% agree that all unsolved terrorist attacks 

and violations of human rights should be clarified no matter who committed them; 87% agree 

that ETA must recognize the unfairness of the damage caused to the victims; and 82% that 

there should be no winners or losers. 

The percentages in agreement (very or somewhat) with these assumptions are similar among 

young people and the general population, although young people are somewhat more in line 

with the need to do justice to all victims (93% versus 87%). 

 



In addition, seven out of ten young people (71%) believe that citizens should be more actively 

involved in building peace, not relegating this responsibility only on the political parties; and, in 

this regard, young people demand the participation of the citizenship more than the general 

population do (63%). 

When those who demand greater citizen participation are asked whether there are sufficient 

channels for this, 71% of young people say that there are not and that it is necessary to launch 

new initiatives. 

In this sense, the Youth Council of the Basque Country (EGK) has launched the initiative known 

as Bakeahots, defined as "a virtual space in which young people and youth groups can share 

their testimonies, experiences and points of view on peace and coexistence in the Basque 

Country through various artistic fields (graphics, audio-visual, painting, sculpture, photography 

and literature) ", on the www.bakeahots.org website. 

Finally, we must note that three out of four young people (76%) say they have hopes that, in 

the coming years, peace will consolidate in the Basque Country. This percentage has increased 

significantly compared to previous years (54% in 2002 and 58% in 2005). 

 

Follow us on the social media! 

 

 

 

http://www.egk.org/es/inicio.html
http://www.bakeahots.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/i/notifications
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/i/notifications
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/i/notifications

