
 

Political parties are the institutions that Basque youth trust less 

Over the last decade, the level of trust that young people have in the 

justice system and the trade unions has fallen. 

The Sociological Research Office of the Basque Government has published the 

levels of trust people have in various institutions included in the latest survey 

(Basque Social Survey 55). The Basque Youth Observatory would like to present 

the results that refer to young people aged 18 to 29, while comparing them with 

the total adult population (aged 18 or more), and study the evolution seen among 

young people over the last decade (comparing the latest data with those from the 

report, Basque Social Survey 25, from 2004). 

Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the Basque Government are the 

institutions most highly-trusted by young people (65 % and 64 % respectively). 

More than half (52 %) also say they trust the Basque Parliament. Just over one 

third display trust in the European Union (39 %) and in the trade unions (38 %); 

while slightly more than a quarter trust the courts of law (26 %). Fewer people 

trust the church (18 %) or the political parties (12 %). 

When compared with the general population, young people display greater levels of 

trust than the average adult population in the trade unions (38 % and 28 %, 

respectively) and find it more difficult to trust the church (18 % of young people 

compared with 29 % of the average population). 

 

http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/r48-subpros/es/
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/sociometro_vasco_55/es_def/adjuntos/14sv55.pdf
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en
http://www.lehendakaritza.ejgv.euskadi.net/contenidos/informe_estudio/sociometro_vasco_25/es_soc25/adjuntos/04sv25.pdf


Regarding the evolution of trust over the last decade, we can see that a lower 

percentage of young people trust the trade unions (47 % in 2004 and 38 % in 

2014) and the courts of law (31 % and 26 %), while a greater percentage trust the 

Basque Government (56 % and 64 %). 
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