
 

 

Scepticism on Europe among Basque youths is on the rise 

Less than half of young people feel European 

On occasion of the celebration of Europe Day (May 9), the Basque Youth 
Observatory would like to publish some data on the extent to which Basque youths 
feel European. 

With this in view, we shall build on the answers given in 2012 by 1500 young 
Basques aged 15 to 29 to a question included in a survey that asked them to state 
to what extent they felt Europeans. 

In view of the results we can point out that less than half (39%) of young people in 
the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country feel very or quite European. 
One-third (33%) hardly feel European and another 19% do not feel Europeans at 
all. The remaining 9% do not have an opinion on this issue. 

 

 

 

The percentage of young people who considered themselves very or quite European 
grew between 2000 and 2008 but fell slightly in 2012. This may be due to a 
rejection of economic policies imposed by Brussels in the wake of the economic 
crisis that have generated in society, in general, and in young people, in particular, 
a feeling of alienation regarding Europe. 



 
 

 

Pro-European feelings are more internalized among the youngest people and 
decrease as age increases. 

The European sentiment, however, is not affected by a greater or lesser interest in 
politics. 

 

15‐19 20‐24 25‐29
Very +        
Quite

Not much + 
Not at all

Very 10 13 9 9 12 10

Quite 29 32 29 27 29 30
EUROPEAN FEELING 
(Very + Quite) 39 45 38 36 41 40

Not much 33 25 37 34 34 33

Not at all 19 17 17 22 21 18

Dk/Na 9 13 8 8 4 9

TOTAL PERCENTAGE 100 100 100 100 100 100

How European do you feel?

(%) TOTAL

AGE GROUPS INTEREST IN POLITICS

Source: Basque Youth Observatory (Basque Youth 2012)  

 

Follow us on the social media! 

    

https://twitter.com/GazteBehatokia
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?ref=hl

