
 

 

In the Basque Country three in four young people support euthanasia 

In Spain the law neither provides nor establishes a specific and comprehensive regulation on euthanasia, 

and the only legal text referring to this type of behaviour is the Penal Code, which states the existence of 

a punishable infringement. Certain social and political movements are campaigning to have it 

decriminalized. 

When asked about their personal stance on euthanasia, three out of four young people in the Basque 

Country (73%) are in favour of helping a dying patient to pass on. 17% are against and the remaining 

10% have no opinion. 

These data come from the Basque Youth 2012 Report prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory from 

the answers given by 1,500 young people aged 15 to 29 to a survey conducted in 2012. 

The favourable attitude towards euthanasia has decreased in recent years, from 82% in 2008 to 73% in 

2012. The 2008 survey coincided with a pre-election period in which this topic (decriminalization) was 

present in the political debate, which may have led young people to reflect on this issue, a circumstance 

that did not exist at the time of the 2012 survey. 

 

 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/contenidos/informacion/euskadiko_gazteak/en_liburuak/adjuntos/euskadiko_gazteak_12_c.pdf
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/


 

Men are somewhat more favourable to euthanasia than women (76% and 70%, respectively). 

As the level of studies completed increases so does the percentage of people who support euthanasia 

(78% among people with higher education). 

Young people on the left of the political spectrum are more favourable than those who define 

themselves as from the right or centre (84% and 68%, respectively). 

People’s position on religion also leads to significant differences in relation to their support for 

euthanasia. Support is higher among atheistic youths (81%), people who believe in God but not in 

religion (80%), agnostic or indifferent (79%) and non-practicing Catholics (70%). Among people who 

claim to be practicing Catholics, there are no majority positions, but more support euthanasia (48%) 

than oppose it (41%). Finally, people who believe in religions other than Catholicism are more opposed 

than favourable to this practice (47% against versus 37% in favour). 

Follow us on the social networks! 

      

 

  

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/GazteBehatokia
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/GazteBehatokia

