
 1

 

 

The youth unemployment rate in the Autonomous Community of the 
Basque Country was 30.1% in the first quarter of 2014 

Unemployment figures for people aged 16 to 29 are still twice as high as 
those for the general population 

On occasion of the celebration of the International Workers' Day on May 1, the 
Basque Youth Observatory has studied the situation of youth unemployment in the 
Autonomous Community of the Basque Country based on data for people aged 16 
to 29 taken from the Survey of Working Population. The Survey of Working 
Population is prepared on a quarterly basis by the Basque Statistics Institute 
(EUSTAT). 

On this occasion, the analysis compares the unemployment rate in the first quarters 
of the last three years. This approach allows us to observe the evolution of the 
unemployment rate independently from any seasonal effects linked to each quarter. 

The unemployment rate indicates the percentage of the working population (i.e. 
looking for employment) who are unemployed but who are available for work and 
actively seeking employment (they have tried to find a job in the last four weeks); 
it does not include students who are not seeking employment or disabled people 
who are unable to work. 

The unemployment rate for persons aged 16 to 29 has increased by 7 points over 
the last two years, from 23.2% in the first quarter of 2012 to 30.1% in early 2014. 
The unemployment rate for the general population is lower although it has also 
increased from 12.1% in the first quarter of 2012 to 15.5% in the first quarter of 
2014. As can be noted, the unemployment rate among young people almost 
doubles that of the general population. 

 

 

 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/
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If we look at the youth unemployment rate based on sex, we find that the 
unemployment rates for young men and women present similar trends, although 
unemployment is higher among men than among women. Unemployment among 
young males reached 31.6% in the first quarter of 2014 while the rate for young 
women was 28.7%. Over the last year, the unemployment rate for young men has 
remained the same while the rate for women has risen, to the point that the 
difference is now smaller. 

 

 

 

Finally, we can see that the effects on each province have been different when we 
study the inter-annual evolution of the first quarter over the last three years.  

First, we find that the unemployment rate for young people living in Alava has 
doubled since 2012. The unemployment rate was 16.8% in the first quarter of that 
year, while in 2014 it reached 33.8%. Secondly, the unemployment rate in Bizkaia 
reached its highest point in the first quarter of 2013, 34.1%, and then fell to 29.8% 
in the first quarter of 2014. Finally, Gipuzkoa had a similar unemployment rate in 
the first quarters of 2012 and 2013, 19.8% and 20.7% respectively, but that figure 
increased to 28.7% in the first quarter of 2014. 
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These data can also be viewed in the statistics of the Basque Youth Observatory, in 
the indicator section under Work, more specifically in the sub-section titled Activity, 
Employment and Unemployment. 

Follow us on the social media! 

   

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7650x/en/estatistikak/temasV1.apl?idioma=i&ambito=1
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gazteen-Euskal-Behatokia-Observatorio-Vasco-de-la-Juventud/104554102971523?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/GazteBehatokia

