
 

 

The number of young people in the Basque Country has fallen below the 

300,000 mark 

The youth index of the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country fell 

to 13.4% in 2014 

The Basque Youth Observatory has compiled data on the evolution of the 

demographic structure of the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country, 

which is seeing a gradual fall in the proportion of young people in relation to the 

total population. These data are based on the Permanent Population Register of the 

National Statistics Institute (INE). 

The youth index measures the percentage of people aged 15-29 in a society. 

According to preliminary data from the INE, the total population of the Autonomous 

Community of the Basque Country on January 1, 2014, was 2,188,849 people, of 

which 292,532 were aged between 15 and 29, i.e. 13.4%. 

 

This fall in the youth index is affecting both men and women and, in 2014, stood at 

14% for men and 12.8% for women.  

There does not seem to be any significant difference by province, although Alava 

has always had the highest youth index. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en
http://www.ine.es/jaxi/menu.do?type=pcaxis&path=/t20/e245/&file=inebase
http://www.ine.es/jaxi/menu.do?type=pcaxis&path=/t20/e245/&file=inebase


 

On January 1, 2014, 140,917 foreign nationals were living in the Autonomous 

Community of the Basque Country; accounting for 6.4% of the total population. 

This proportion is significantly higher if we consider young people. As mentioned 

above, there are 292,532 people aged 15 to 29 in the Autonomous Community of 

the Basque Country, of which 37,279 are foreign nationals, i.e. 12.7%. In addition, 

the youth index among foreign residents in the Autonomous Community of the 

Basque Country is 26.5%. These data demonstrate that the presence of foreign 

nationals in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country contributes to a 

more balanced population pyramid, due to the increased presence of young people 

in that group.  



 

 

Looking at the youth index compared to the index measuring the percentage of 

people over 64 years of age, we can see that the trend is very different. While the 

youth index has followed a downward trend from 25.4% in 1991 to 13.4% in 2014, 

the rate of people over 64 has increased from 12.7% in 1991 to 20.8% in 2014. 

 

 

 



These data are available in the Basque Youth Observatory Indicator System. 

 

Follow us on the social media! 

   

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7650x/es/estatistikak/temasV1.apl?idioma=c&ambito=1

