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Basque youth wanting to emancipate alone must dedicate more than half 

of their salary to pay the rent or the mortgage 

 

The first instalment of the mortgage would require 63% of their salary and 

the rent would require 59% 

 

The director of the Youth and Sports Department, Jon Redondo Lertxundi, has 

presented the study titled, The cost of residential emancipation in the Basque 

Country 2007-2013 commissioned and coordinated by the Basque Youth 

Observatory and prepared by Joffre López Oller, expert on emancipation indicators. 

The study presents 10 synthetic indicators which give an idea of how much it 

would cost a young salary earner aged 18 to 34 to buy or rent unsubsidised 

housing.  

The indicators compare the average wages of young people with 

the deed prices of free housing or rental prices on the open market. 

They have been calculated for the 2007-2013 period, i.e. from the 

years of economic boom prior to the crisis until the current period. 

In addition, they cover the entire Basque Country and have also 

been broken down by province, sex and age groups. These 

indicators have also been calculated for total Spanish youth in order 

to compare both contexts and in the same time period. 

The study concludes that the cost of buying or renting unsubsidised housing for a 

young worker clearly exceeds the 40% threshold of their net monthly income, 

leaving young people who leave home alone in a difficult economic situation. 

Although there has been a fall in the cost of accessing unsubsidised housing since 

2007, greater in the case of purchase than renting, due to the greater decline in 

housing prices than in rental prices, this fall is insufficient to allow the emancipation 

of most young workers. 

The difficulty of accessing housing on the open market is higher for women 

and young people under 25 due, mainly, to their lower wages.  

The differences by province are remarkable. Gipuzkoa is the province where 

the cost of buying or renting unsubsidised housing is greatest, while these costs are 

lowest in Álava. The reason is due to higher property prices in Gipuzkoa. 

Compared to the state average, the cost of buying or renting housing in the 

Basque Country is higher.  

Despite all this, emancipation rates in the Basque Country and Spain are 

similar. How can this be explained? 

On the one hand, because most young people do not leave home alone, enabling 

them to share costs with their partners or flat mates. On the other hand, 

subsidised housing is more widespread in our region than in the rest of 

Spain. The public commitment to social housing in the Basque Country has 

maintained a steady pace during the period studied, which has certainly made 

access to housing for many young people easier. 


