
 

 

One out of every ten young people aged 15 to 29 in the Basque Country uses a bicycle 

everyday 

European Mobility Week 2015 

On occasion of the European Mobility Week 2015, which will be held from 16 to 22 

September, the Basque Youth Observatory is presenting data on the use of bicycles by young 

people in the Basque Country.  

In 2012, 9.6% of Basque youth aged 15 to 29 said they commuted daily or almost daily by 

bicycle. This percentage doubled the records of previous years, from 5% in 2004 and 2008 to 

nearly 10% in 2012. The extension of cycle lanes (bidegorri) and the increase in the number of 

towns offering public bicycle loan services may have helped to promote the use of this means 

of transport. 

Boys use bicycles much more frequently than girls. 13% of boys travel by bicycle on a daily 

basis, while only 6% of girls use this means of transport. 

As age increases the percentage of people using bicycles on a daily basis falls. While 11.3% of 

people under the age of 20 use bicycles daily, this rate falls to 10% among people aged 20 to 

24 and to 8.2% in the case of people aged 25 to 29. 

Occupation also marks a difference. 11.6% of students use bicycles on a daily basis, while 

10.2% of unemployed people use them. However, only 6.6% of people in work use bicycles 

daily. 

The greatest difference between groups, however, arises from the province of residence: the 

use of bicycles by young people is much more frequent in Álava and Gipuzkoa (17.2% and 

18.1% respectively) than in Bizkaia (2.1%). 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/r58-854/en/


 

This indicator on the use of bicycles among young people in the Autonomous Community of 

the Basque Country can be found in the study titled “Indicadores de Juventud 2013 - Youth 

Indicators 2013” (available in Spanish), more specifically in the Values and Attitudes section. 

This is one of the 111 indicators on the situation of young people collected in this 

comprehensive study prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory. The data are taken, in some 

cases, from research conducted by the Observatory and, in other cases, from official statistics. 

In all, this offers a general view of the situation of young people and compares it with the 

Basque population as a whole and with young people from other areas, such as Spain or the 

European Union. 

The information is available in four formats to facilitate access: 

 Interactive database. This makes it possible to prepare interactive charts and maps to 

analyse the evolution, comparison and disaggregation of the 11 indicators by selecting 

variables. 

 Youth Indicator Panel, a summary chart that synthesizes the information of the 111 

indicators used in the research project. 

 Indicator files, information on a selection of 64 basic indicators. 

 Executive Summary, a brief text that summarises the main conclusions taken from the 

analysis of all the indicators. 

Follow us on the social media! 
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