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The vast majority of Basque youth under the age of 30 have never 

considered self-employment 

2.4% of young people aged 16 to 29 are self-employed or businesspeople 

The information presented below comes from the study titled “Youth and 

Employment in the Basque Country 2015” (available in Spanish). This report has been 

prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory based on a survey in which almost 2000 

young people were interviewed. 

According to the results of this study, the vast majority of Basque youth aged 16 to 

29 have never considered self-employment (70.9%). Another 16.1% have 

considered the possibility but finally decided against it. And 1.2% once worked as 

self-employed people or businesspeople, but no longer do so. 

On the other hand, 2.4% of Basque youth under the age of 30 say they are 

currently self-employed or work as entrepreneurs and another 8.5% state they are 

seriously considering this possibility. We can conclude, therefore, that the 

predisposition towards self-employment affects one in every ten young people in 

the Basque Country (10.9%). 

It should be noted that two thirds of those who are unemployed (67.8%) have 

never considered this possibility. 22.4% of young unemployed people have 

discussed this option, but decided not to pursue it (this percentage is greater in this 

group than in the other groups). 

 

In general, men tend to become self-employed to a greater extent than women. 

Currently, 3.1% of young men are self-employed, compared to 1.7% of young 

women. In addition, 9.5% of men are seriously considering this possibility, while 

this percentage is only 7.5% among women. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/gazteak_bilduma/eu_liburuak/adjuntos/Juventud_empleo%202015_c.pdf
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/gazteak_bilduma/eu_liburuak/adjuntos/Juventud_empleo%202015_c.pdf
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/r58-854/en/
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The percentage of people who are currently self-employed or who are 

businesspeople, or who have been in the past, is higher among people over the age 

of 24. The same can be said of the percentage of people who are seriously 

considering the option (of have considered it but decided not to pursue it).  

 

Based on people's qualifications, we find that those who have finished vocational 

training are more likely to consider the self-employment option: 35% have studied 

this idea, regardless of whether they finally decided to go through with it (this 

percentage includes people who are currently or who used to be self-employed, 

those who considered the idea but decided against it, and those who are seriously 

considering this option now). 

Has the willingness to become self-employed increased or decreased in recent 

years? 

Regarding 2015, we find that the percentage of young people with experience in 

self-employment, i.e. those who are currently self-employed, professionals, or 

businesspeople, or those who are no longer self-employed but were in the past, has 

decreases slightly when compared with previous years.  

On the other hand, 2015 also saw a slight fall in the percentage of people who had 

no experience of this type but who considered the possibility. 2013 was the year 

when the largest number of young people stated they had considered the possibility 

of self-employment, 29.3%, which includes those who were seriously considering 

the option at the time or those who had considered it but had decided not to go 

ahead with the idea. 

Women Men 16-24 25-29

Currently self-employed, 

professionals, or business people
2.4 1.7 3.1 1.4 3.8

Used to be self-employed, 

professionals, or businesspeople
1.2 1.3 1.1 0.2 2.6

Seriously considering the option 8.5 7.5 9.5 7.5 9.9

Considered the option but decided 

against it
16.1 15.7 16.5 14.0 18.9

Never considered the option 70.9 73.2 68.9 76.0 64.1

Dk/Na 0.8 0.7 1.0 0.9 0.7

TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100

Disposition to self-employment of young people aged 16 to 29, based on sex and age groups

(%) TOTAL
Sex Age Groups

Source: Basque Youth Observatory (“Youth and Employment in the Basque Country 2015”)
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Most people aged 30 to 34 have never considered becoming self-employed either 

(59.6%). Even so, at this age, there are more people who have considered self-

employment (whether they actually became self-employed or not) than among 

people under the age of 30.  

Between 30 and 34, 8.3% state they are self-employed, professionals, or 

businesspeople; another 4.7% say they had been in the past; 19.5% considered 

the idea but finally decided against this option and, currently, 7.7% are seriously 

considering this option (this latter percentage is slightly lower among people above 

the age of 30 than among people under this age). 

 

 

(%) 2004 2008 2011 2013 2015

Currently self-employed, professionals, or 

business people
3.1 3.9 3.2 3.6 2.4

Used to be self-employed, professionals, or 

businesspeople*
0 0 1.4 0.9 1.2

Seriously considering the option 6.9 10.4 11.1 11.9 8.5

Considered the option but decided against it 14.4 13.6 12.1 17.4 16.1

Never considered the option 74.4 70.8 71.6 65.4 70.9

Dk/Na 1.2 1.3 0.6 0.9 0.8

TOTAL 100 100 100 100 100

Evolution of the disposition to self-employment among young people aged 16 to 29

* This response was not an option in 2004 and 2008.

Source: Basque Youth Observatory (“Youth and Employment in the Basque Country 2015”)


