
 

Rejection to the arrival of immigrants is falling among young people 
in the Basque Country 

There are also fewer young people who think that there are too many 

foreigners in our autonomous community 

On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

(21 March), the Basque Youth Observatory is publishing a preview of data from the 

2016 Basque Youth Study, part of the Basque Youth collection that the Observatory 

prepares every four years to determine the habits, attitudes and opinions of people 

aged 15 to 29 in the Basque Country. The study is based on a survey of 1500 

young people who have been asked to state their opinions on immigration, among 

other issues. 

From 2004 to 2012, the idea that there were too many foreign people in the 

Basque Country increased among young people (and among the rest of the Basque 

population). However, in 2016, fewer people share this opinion, coinciding with a 

lower effective presence of foreign persons in our autonomous community (a rate 

that has fallen from 7.3% of the total population in 2012 to 6.5% in 2016). The 

percentage of young people who believe that there are too many foreign people 

(29.4%) is lower than among the Basque population over the age of 18 in 2016 

(36.0%, according to data from the Sociological Survey Office of the Basque 

Government in its Basque Sociometer Report 60). 

On the other hand, in 2016, 39.2% of young people aged 15 to 29 believed that the 

most appropriate measure in relation to foreign immigrants would be to facilitate 

their arrival; even more (45.8%) thought that only those with employment 

contracts should be allowed entry; while 5.2% of young people considered that the 

most appropriate immigration policy would be to prohibit the arrival of immigrants. 

The remaining 9.8% did not know or did not answer. 

The rate of those who believed that foreign immigrants should be forbidden entry 

has fallen from 9.8% in 2012 to 5.2% in 2016. The decline in the rejection to the 

arrival of immigrants coincides with a decrease in the percentage of young people 

who believe that there are too many foreign people living in the Basque Country. 

http://www.un.org/en/events/racialdiscriminationday/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/r58-854/en/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/r58-7651x/en/contenidos/informacion/euskadiko_gazteak/en_liburuak/liburuak.html
http://www.euskadi.eus/contenidos/documentacion/sociometro_vasco_60/es_def/adjuntos/16sv60.pdf


 

As age decreases, the perception that there are too many foreign people also falls, 

as well as the percentage of people who believe their arrival should be forbidden 

(3.7% among young people under the age of 20). 


