
 

 

Almost half of young people in the Basque Country feel European 

European feeling has increased in the last years 

 

On occasion of the celebration of Europe Day (May 9), the Basque Youth 

Observatory is publishing some data on the extent to which Basque youths feel 

European. 

We have analysed the answers given by 1500 young Basques aged 15 to 29 to a 

question included several times in the surveys of the Basque Youth Observatory, 

that asked them to state to what extent they feel Europeans. That question is 

regularly included in the surveys of the collection called Basque Youth, that the 

Basque Youth Observatory prepares every four years (last of them in the first 

quarter of 2016) with a view to revealing the opinions and attitudes of young 

people under the age of 30. 

After the analysis of the answers given in 2016, we can point out that a little less 

than half of young people in the Autonomous Community of the Basque Country 

(45 %) feel very or quite European. In fact, there are more young people (49 %) 

that hardly feel European or do not feel Europeans at all, than those that feel very 

or quite European. The remaining 6 % do not have an opinion on this issue. 

 

The percentage of young people who considered themselves very or quite European 

has increased in 2016, after the regression of 2012 (because of the rejection of 

economic policies imposed by European Union in the wake of the economic crisis 

that generated in society a feeling of alienation regarding Europe), and now it is 

higher than other years. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/r58-854/en/
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/r58-854/en/


 

 

Furthermore, according to other surveys carried out in 2016 by the Sociological 

Research Office of the Presidency of the Basque Government (Basque Sociometers 

60 and 61), 47 % of people aged 18 to 29 trust in the European Union, more than 

the average of the Basque society (39 %). 

Moreover, 43 % of people aged 18 to 29 think that to be member of the European 

Union “is a good thing”. This percentage is similar to the percentage with the same 

opinion among Basque people aged 18 and over (45 %)  

 

http://www.euskadi.eus/contenidos/documentacion/sociometro_vasco_60/es_def/adjuntos/16sv60.pdf
http://www.euskadi.eus/contenidos/documentacion/sociometro_vasco_61/es_def/adjuntos/16sv61.pdf

