
 

 

Two out of every three young people want the Basque Country 

to become independent 

But only one third of young people believe it will be possible in the future 

65.2% of Basque youths aged 15 to 29 asserted that they wanted independence. 

More specifically, 39.1% said they would really like the Basque Country to become 

independent and 26.1% said they would quite like to attain independence.  

The desire for independence has grown in one year from 59.5% in November 2015 

to 65.2% in the same month in 2016. 

However, only one third of young people (33.9%) believe that the Basque Country 

will become independent in the future. And this percentage has barely changed in 

relation to 2015 (when it stood at 33.4%). 

 

 

 

By combining both questions, we can classify young people into four basic groups:  

 Those who want independence and believe it will happen in the future 

account for 31.2% of the total number of young people. 

 Those who want independence but do not believe the Basque Country will 

become independent; 32.6%. 

 Those who do not want independence and do not believe it will happen 

account for 23.0% of young people. 

 And, finally, those who do not want independence but believe it will happen 

barely account for 1.8%. 

The rest of the population of young people (11.4%) do not have an opinion on 

independence. 

 



 

The biggest difference compared to the previous year's data is the increase in the 

percentage of those who would like the Basque Country to become independent but 

do not believe it will happen; a percentage that has risen from 26.2% in 2015 to 

32.6% in 2016. 

These data have been taken from two surveys conducted by the Basque Youth 

Observatory in November 2015 and November 2016. Each survey included 1512 

young people in the Basque Country aged 15 to 29 who were asked questions 

regarding various current issue. 


