
 

In the last decade, the number of work-related accidents affecting 
young people in the Basque Country has fallen substantially 

In 2015, two people aged 16 to 34 died due to work-related accidents in 

the Basque Country 

On occasion of the World Day for Safety and Health at Work, which falls on 

April 28; the Basque Youth Observatory would like to provide data on occupational 

accidents affecting people in the 16-34 age group living in Basque Country. These 

data have been compiled from information that OSALAN, the Basque Institute for 

Occupational Health & Safety, has made available to the Basque Youth 

Observatory. 

In 2015, a total of 30,040 work-related accidents occurred in the Basque Country 

that required sick leave, of which 7,393 affected people aged 16 to 34 (24.6%). 

This proportion is similar to figures for 2014 when, despite a smaller number of 

accidents involving young people (6,997), these accounted for 24.9% of the total 

number of work-related accidents. 

The number of occupational accidents affecting people aged 16 to 34 increased in 

2015 by 5.7% compared to the previous year. However, over the last decade, the 

decline has been permanent and significant, especially in 2009 (-29.3%), 2011 (-

17.0%) and 2012 (-24.7%). 

Occupational accidents are much more common among men than among young 

women. Of the 7,393 occupational accidents involving people aged 16 to 34 in 

2015, 5,474 affected men (74.0%) and 1,919 affected women (26.0%). 

50.3% of work-related accidents involving people aged 16 to 34 occurred in Bizkaia 

in 2015, 30.2% in Gipuzkoa, and 19.6% in Álava. 

 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/r58-854/en/
http://www.osalan.euskadi.net/s94-osalan/es/
http://www.osalan.euskadi.net/s94-osalan/es/


If we consider the sectors in which the accidents took place, we find that over half 

(58.4%) occurred in the services sector, 30.5% occurred in industrial companies, 

8.7% in the building sector, and 2.4% in the primary sector. 

Occupational accidents are minor incidents in 99.5% of cases; only 8 severe 

accidents and 2 deaths have been recorded. 

The occupational accident incidence rate, which is based on the number of 

work-related accidents that require sick leave per 1000 employed people in the 

same age group, amounted to 36.4 ‰ in 2015 among the working population aged 

16 to 34.  

There are marked differences between men and women. There were 53.1 accidents 

per 1000 working men aged 16 to 34 in 2015, compared to 19.3 accidents per 

1000 working women of the same age. 

Despite the slight increase detected in 2015, there has been a sharp decline over 

the last decade in the occupational accident rate among men and women. 

 

 

Occupational accident data affecting young people based on injury degree, age 

group, and sex for Álava, Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa can be found in the Basque Youth 

Observatory Indicator System in the Work section, Occupational Accident sub-

section. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7650x/en/estatistikak/temasV1.apl?idioma=i&ambito=1
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7650x/en/estatistikak/temasV1.apl?idioma=i&ambito=1

