
 

In the Basque Country, nine out of every ten young people are in 

favour of sex change and same sex marriages 

Eight out of ten believe that it is possible to have a change of sexual 

orientation throughout one's lifetime 

On occasion of the celebration of the International LGBT Pride Day (lesbian, 

gay, transgender, and bisexual) on 28 June, the Basque Youth Observatory is 

publishing some views provided by young people on same sex marriage, 

transgenderism, and changes to sexual orientation throughout life. 

Basque youth state they are overwhelmingly in favour of same sex marriage (91%) 

and in favour of sex change (86%). Support for both issues is greater today than in 

2008 and 2012. 

 

In addition, eight out of every ten young people aged 15 to 29 agree with the idea 

that, throughout life, people may change their sexual options and have 

relationships with men or with women. There has been a significant increase in the 

number of young people sharing this opinion between 2012 and 2016, from 65% to 

83%. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/r58-854/en/


 

Young women are more open-minded about sexual identity than young men, 

especially on the point about sexual orientation not being unchangeable and that 

the orientation of their desires may vary throughout their lives. 

 

Differences based on age are minimal; there is only a slightly lower level of support 

for same-sex marriage and sex change in the 25 to 29 age group compared with 

the younger groups.  



 

The above data have been taken from a survey conducted by the Basque Youth 

Observatory in 2016 based on a representative sample of Basque youth aged 15 to 

29. This sample consisted of 1500 young people who were interviewed on this and 

other issues. This is a preview of the study titled "Basque Youth 2016”, which will 

be the fifth edition of this series of analyses of the values, attitudes, opinions, and 

behaviour of Basque youth under the age of 30 that the Basque Youth Observatory 

prepares every four years. 

 


