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The unemployment rate among Basque youths aged 16 to 29 

was 15.9% in the second quarter of 2017 

Compared with the same quarter of the previous year, the unemployment 

rate has fallen by more than seven points 

 

On occasion of the recent publication of working population data (PRA - Survey of 

Population in Relation to Activity) for the second quarter of 2017, the Basque Youth 

Observatory has analyzed the situation of youth unemployment in the Autonomous 

Community of the Basque Country.  

The PRA is prepared on a quarterly basis by the Basque Statistics Institute 

(EUSTAT) and provides the Basque Youth Observatory with data relating to the 

population aged 16 to 29.  

What does the unemployment rate indicate?  

The unemployment rate indicates the percentage of the working population (i.e. 

looking for employment) who are unemployed but who are available for work and 

actively seeking employment (they have tried to find a job in the last four weeks); 

it does not include students who are not seeking employment or disabled people 

who are unable to work. 

What was the youth unemployment rate in the second quarter of 2017? 

The youth unemployment rate for people aged 16 to 29 in the Autonomous 

Community of the Basque Country in the second quarter of 2017 was 15.9%, i.e. 

higher than the rate of the general population aged 16 and over (11.0%).  

How has this rate evolved in the last year? 

Compared to the previous quarter, the youth unemployment rate has fallen almost 

three points (18.7% in the first quarter of 2017).  

However, when compared to the same quarter of the previous year, the rate has 

experienced a drop of more than seven points, falling from 23.2% in the second 

quarter of 2016 to 15.9% in the second quarter of 2017.  

This decline in the youth unemployment rate is consistent with the rate for the 

general population; however, the drop has been more pronounced among young 

people. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/es
http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/es
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Are there differences in regard to sex or province?  

The unemployment rate among young men was slightly higher than among women 

(17.1% and 14.5%, respectively). 

The rate of unemployment was highest in Álava (19.3%), followed by Bizkaia 

(17.7%), while Gipuzkoa presented the lowest rate (11.8%). 

 

 


