
 

 

One in five young people in the basque country belongs to a group 

that shares a private meeting venue (lonja) or youth locale 

Belonging to lonjas or locales is more common among young men under 

the age of 20 

20.3% of Basque youths aged 15 to 29 state they belong to a lonja or youth locale. 

In addition, another 29.6% point out that they had been members of a lonja or 

locale in the past but not any longer; while 49.9% say they have never joined a 

lonja or youth locale. 

The percentage of current members is slightly higher than in 2012 (19.5%). Those 

who claim they had been members in the past also exceed the figures for that year. 

 

 

Current membership of lonjas or youth locales is more common among people in 

the 15 to 19 year group (28.0%) and decreases as age increases, to the point that 

among people aged 25 to 29, the percentage falls to 10.9%. Furthermore, above 

the age of 20, more people say they had been members in the past than those who 

say they are currently members. 

In addition, there is a great difference between young men and women: 28.3% of 

young men aged 15 to 29 are members of a lonja or locale, while in the case of 

girls this figure stands at 11.9%. 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.eus/contenidos/informacion/gazteen_joerak/en_liburuak/adjuntos/Joerak_7_tendencias.pdf


 

 

 

On the other hand, if we look at how many people in the 15 to 29 age group go to 

lonjas and with what frequency, we find that 6.7% of young people in the Basque 

Country attend these lonjas or locales on a daily or almost daily basis. If we take 

into account all the people who say they attend these venues at least once a week, 

the percentage rises to 20.8%.  

These figures refer to the total number of young people. If we focus on those who 

claim to be members of lonjas or youth locales, we find that one quarter (28.7%) 

attend these venues daily or almost daily. And that 87.2% come at least once a 

week. 

It should be noted that a minority of young people, despite being members, attend 

these lonjas and youth locales less than once a week (more specifically, 6.1% of 

members) and, on the other hand, there are also some young people who are not 

currently members of any lonja or locale who visit them quite frequently (3.9% of 

those who are not members go to a lonja or locale at least once a week). 

 

(%)
Total Young 

people
Current members Non members

Every or almost every day 6.7 28.7 1.1

Three or four days a week 5.5 22.9 1.1

One or two days a week 8.6 35.6 1.7

One or several days a month 2.2 6.7 1.0

Less frequently 3.7 2.0 4.2

Never or almost never 72.6 4.1 90.0

Dk/Na 0.7 0.0 0.9

TOTAL 100 100 100

(n) 1500 281 1219

Source:  Basque Youth Observatory (preview of Basque Youth 2016 report)

Frequency with which young people attend lonjas  and youth locales based on whether 

they are currently members



These data are a preview of the "Basque Youth 2016" report, which is being 

prepared by the Basque Youth Observatory. This report is based on an extensive 

survey involving 1500 young people aged 15 to 29 in the Basque Country who, 

among other issues, have been asked about their membership of and attendance to 

lonjas and youth locales.  


