
 

The number of unemployed youths has fallen significantly in the Basque 

Country and their expectations of finding jobs within six months have 

increased 

The number of unemployed Basque youths aged 16 to 29 has fallen significantly 

since 2013, when the highest unemployment peak in the 2000-2017 period was 

recorded, and currently stands at the lowest since 2000. This fall is related to the 

increase in the number of young people in work but also to people extending the 

time they dedicate to studying and, therefore, we find that the lowest rate of 

unemployed youths in the period studied also coincides with the highest rate of 

students. 

 

Most unemployed youths have some prior work experience (81.5%). However, only 

one in every four unemployed people under the age of 30 is receiving 

unemployment benefits (24.8%), making them economically dependent on their 

families. 

Most unemployed youths are registered with Lanbide, the public employment 

service, as job seekers (62.7%). Unemployed youths are not only looking for jobs 

in the Basque Country; 10.8% of unemployed youths aged 16 to 29 are also 

looking for jobs in other Autonomous Communities in Spain and 7.8% abroad.  

Among unemployed youths that are looking for jobs, the expectation of finding one 

within six months has increased remarkably since 2011 and 2013, when 

unemployment figures were at their highest. 



 

The percentage of unemployed people aged 30 to 34 doubles the figure of 

unemployed young people aged 16 to 29 (13.2% compared to 6.7%). In any case, 

the total number of people aged 30 to 34 who are unemployed has also fallen 

significantly when compared to previous years.  

 

Half of the unemployed people aged 30 to 34 who are looking for jobs are confident 

they will find work within six months (51.1%). This confidence in finding work in 

the short term has increased significantly when compared to previous years, as is 

also the case among unemployed people under 30 who are looking for jobs.  

In general, in both age groups, this confidence in finding jobs displays the opposite 

trend to the number of unemployed people: when the unemployment percentage is 

high, the expectations of finding a job fall due to the more limited number of jobs 

available and the greater competition for them and, on the contrary, as 

unemployment percentage falls, the expectations of finding a job in the short term 

increase.  



These data are taken from the "Youth and Employment in the Basque Country 

2017” report recently published by the Basque Youth Observatory. The complete 

report is available on the Basque Youth Observatory’s website. 
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