
 

 

25 November, International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 

 

In 2018, 1278 women aged 15 to 29 reported cases of gender violence in the 

Basque Country, according to data from the Department of Security 

On the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women on 

25 November, the Basque Youth Observatory will be publishing data provided by Emakunde 

and the Department of Security of the Basque Government. 

According to these data, which list the number of women and the number of cases of violence 

against women officially registered by the Basque police, 4244 women were victims of 

violence against women in the Basque Country in 2018. Of these, 1278 were women 

between the ages of 15 and 29. 

The evolution of this register reveals that, in 2018, most of the women reporting male 

violence were aged 15 to 29. 

 

The most frequent type of violence against women, both among the group of young women 

and women over the age of 30, is violence perpetrated by a partner or former partner. 908 

women aged 15 to 29 reported this type of male violence in 2018. By age groups, we find 

that 159 women in the youngest group (15 to 19) reported this type of violence; 337 women 

in the 20 to 24 age group; and 412 in the 25 to 29 age group. 



 

In 2018, domestic violence (except violence perpetrated by partners or former partners) 

was reported by 184 women between the ages of 15 and 29 and by 686 people over the 

age of 30. 

 

 

Violence against women's sexual freedom is the type of violence in which the figures are 

closest between young women complainants and women complainants over the age of 30. 

In the younger group, 186 women reported episodes of violence against their sexual 

freedom (100 among women aged 15-19, 51 among women aged 20-24, and 35 among 

women aged 25-29). On the other hand, 199 women over the age of 30 reported crimes 

against their sexual freedom. 



 

 

 

The rates of female victims of gender-based violence, calculated per 1000 women in each 

age group, reveal significant differences between the 15-29 age group and women aged 30 

or over (9.1 ‰ and 3.6 ‰ respectively). The higher rate among young women is not 

necessarily due to higher rates of violence against them, but because their level of tolerance 

is much lower, thanks to the greater empowerment of young women. 

 

With the aim of reaching and generating processes of reflection and debate among young 

people, in 2009 the Beldur Barik programme was created within the network known as 

BERDINSAREA. Today, it is organised by Emakunde-Basque Women's Institute, with the 

support of Berdinsarea-Eudel and the councils of Araba, Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa. It also has 

the collaboration of the Department of Education of the Basque Government, the University 

of the Basque Country and EITB. 

 



The Beldur Barik programme seeks to prevent gender-based violence among young people, 

and its goal is to promote critical thinking and discussions among young people to 

collaborate in transforming society and moving towards an egalitarian society. In 2019, it 

will celebrate its tenth anniversary by organising Topaketa in Bilbao, an opportunity to 

discover the winning projects in the competition. The goal is to bring together activities, 

groups, and people who are combatting gender-based violence. Furthermore, it also intends 

to be a space to enhance the discourses and actions used by young people to face and 

overcome sexist violence. 

 


