
Traffic accidents are the major cause of death among Basque 
youths 

A decrease in mortality due to AIDS and drugs among Basque youths is to be noted

 
 

Over a period of 10 years, the major causes of death among young 
people have not changed: traffic accidents, suicides and self-inflicted 
injuries, accidental drug poisoning and AIDS. 
 
Between 1997 and 2001, if compared with the 1992-1996 period, the 
death rate affecting young people in the Basque Country has fallen 
mainly due to a decrease in deaths caused by AIDS and drug 
poisoning. Cases of suicide and self-inflicted injuries remain the 
same and deaths caused by traffic accidents are on the increase. 
 

 Major death causes among the 15 to 29 age group in the Basque 
Country. Total numbers. 1992-1996/1997-2001  

           
      1992-1996 1997-2001  
Accidents involving motor cars 474 490  
AIDS 425 61  
Accidental drug poisoning 155 57  
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 149 142  
           

Total deaths in 15 to 29 age group 2,101 1,324  
           
Source: Health Department      

  
  
If we analyse this data by age groups we can see that traffic accidents are the main cause of 
death and are on the increase in all age groups, although mainly among young people in the 20 
to 24 age group. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 Major death causes among the 15 to 29 age group in the Basque Country, by age 
groups. Rates. 1992-1996/1997-2001  

                   
      1992-1996 1997-2001  
      15-19 20-24 25-29 15-19 20-24 25-29  
Accidents involving 
motor cars 12.2 23.9 18.6 13.1 25.9 20.3  

AIDS     0.2 5.5 43.2 0.2 0.8 6.2  
Accidental drug 
poisoning 1.0 4.8 12.0 0.3 1.3 5.1  
Suicide and self-inflicted 
injuries 2.5 7.1 7.5 2.3 6.0 8.6  

                   
Source: Health Department            

Rate per 100,000 inhabitants

  
             

 

  
As relates to the Historical Territories, the main cause of death in Alava and Gipuzkoa in the 
1992-1996 period were traffic accidents, while in Bizkaia it was AIDS. 
 
In the 1997-2001 period, the highest death rates among young people in the three Territories
were due to traffic accidents. 
 
The number of traffic accident related deaths among young people in Gipuzkoa and Alava are 
increasing. The highest number of deaths among young people due to this cause can be found
in Gipuzkoa, although the greatest increase has been registered in Alava: the death rate, if 
compared with the previous period, has risen by six percentage points (from 17.3 to 23.1). 
 
AIDS and accidental drug poisoning have displayed the greatest falls registered in the Historical 
Territories concerning mortality rates. 
 

 Major death causes among the 15 to 29 age group in the Basque Country. Rates. 
Historical Territories 1992-1996/1997-2001  

           
Accidents involving motor cars 17.3  
AIDS   14.4  
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 8.1  

1992-1996 

Accidental drug poisoning 5.2  
Accidents involving motor cars 23.1  
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 5.5  
AIDS   0.9  

Álava 

1997-2001 

Accidental drug poisoning 0.9  
AIDS   18.6  
Accidents involving motor cars 16.7  
Accidental drug poisoning 6.3  
Other accidents   6.3  

Bizkaia 

1992-1996 

Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 4.2  



Accidents involving motor cars 17.0  
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 5.3  
AIDS   3.6  
Accidental drug poisoning 2.2  

1997-2001 

Other accidents   1.6  
Accidents involving motor cars 21.5  
AIDS   13.7  
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 7.5  

1992-1996 

Accidental drug poisoning 5.9  
Accidents involving motor cars 24.5  
Suicide and self-inflicted injuries 7.0  
Accidental drug poisoning 3.2  

Gipuzkoa 

1997-2001 

AIDS   1.4  
           
Source: Health Department      
Rate per 100,000 inhabitants         

 
 
 


