
Self-employment is not considered by over 75% of Basque youths 

Young workers and the oldest age group (from 25 to 29 years of age) are more prepared to 
undertake some type of business initiative 

 
 

Data from the 2001 Population and Home Census indicate that 7% of 
the population in the 15 to 29 age group is self-employed. Compared 
with data collected in the 1991 and 1996 surveys, a fall in the number 
of young businessmen, businesswomen and self-employed can be 
confirmed. 
 
The Basque Youth surveys cover a number of issues that help us 
understand the reality of Basque youths. One of the issues studied is 
their attitude to self-employment. 

 
In the latest Basque Youth 2004 Report, information on the possibility of undertaking a 
business initiative displays that most young people do not take this possibility into 
consideration. More specifically, 79% of those interviewed have not considered the possibility 
of self-employment and, if they have, they have decided against it. 11% are undecided and 
10% have taken it into consideration or are already self-employed. 
 
Compared with data obtained in the year 2000 (Basque Youth 2000) a fall in the proportion of 
young people who take this possibility into consideration or that are self-employed has fallen 
given than 61% had never considered the possibility of self-employment, 21% were already 
self-employed or were considering the possibility and, finally, 18% were undecided. 
 

Attitude toward self-employement by people in the 15 to 29 age group. 
Basque Country. Percentages. 2000-2004 
  Positive Undecided Negative   
2000 21 18 61 100 

Men 24 17 59 100 
Women 19 19 63 100 

2004 10 11 79 100 
Men 10 11 79 100 
Women 10 11 79 100 

Source: Basque Youths 2000 and Basque Youths 2004. Basque Youth Observatory 

 
 

An analysis based on sex for the year 2004 does not highlight any differences: both girls and 
boys display the same percentage points on this issue. On the other hand, the data from the 
year 2000 did display differences: girls did not display any willingness to be self-employed 
while boys did. 
 
Young people in the 25 to 29 age group have a more positive attitude towards self-
employment while those in the 15 to 19 age group are mainly undecided or even reject this 
possibility in greater numbers than other age groups. 
 

 
 



Attitude toward self-employement by people in the 15 to 29 age group, by age groups. 
Basque Country. Percentages. 2000-2004 
   Positive Undecided Negative   

2000 15-19 13 18 70 100 
  20-24 19 20 62 100 
  25-29 30 17 53 100 

2004 15-19 7 12 82 100 
  20-24 9 11 79 100 
  25-29 13 9 78 100 
Source: Basque Youths 2000 and Basque Youths 2004. Basque Youth Observatory   

 
 

Taking people's employment situation into consideration, young workers display a more 
positive attitude towards undertaking business initiatives. On the other hand, unemployed 
youths and young housewives/househusbands do not have a clear idea about becoming self-
employed or do not even consider the possibility. Housewives/househusbands mainly (92%) 
display a negative attitude towards the possibility of self-employment. 
 
If we perform an evolutionary analysis, the increase in the number of young people who have 
not considered the possibility of self-employment is clear, especially among unemployed 
youths. This group has developed from being the group that most valued the possibility of 
self-employment in the year 2000 to forming part of the group that least values this possibility 
in 2004. 
 
 
       
Attitude toward self-employement by people in the 15 to 29 age group, by occupation. Basque Country. 
Percentages. 2000-2004  
   Positive Undecided Negative    

2000 Study 15 20 65 100  
  Work 26 15 59 100  
  Study/Work 21 21 57 100  
  Unemployed 29 23 48 100  

2004 Study 7 12 81 100  
  Work* 13 11 76 100  
  Unemployed 9 6 84 100  
  Home* 0 8 92 100  
Source: Basque Youths 2000 and 
Basque Youths 2004. Basque Youth 
Observatory 

      
 

* Data for 2004 includes the Home category.  The Work category also includes those who say the combine study and work, 
including the data from the year 2000.  

 
 

 
 
 

 


