
The average age at which women become mothers in the Basque 
Country is 32 

Basque women have 1.2 children on average, below the replacement level required 
to maintain the population, which is 2.1 children per woman 

 
 

The Basque Country saw a severe drop in births in the 1990s. This 
situation started to improve slightly at the beginning of the new 
century, to a great extent due to the higher birth rate among 
immigrant women. In this sense, 6.6% of births in 2004 were 
delivered by immigrant women, while the immigrant population in the 
Basque Country only represents 3.4% of the population. 
 
However, the synthetic fertility rate indicates that, in the Basque 
Country, the average number of births to women within fertile ages 
(from 15 to 49) is 1.2, which is lower than the generational 

replacement level (2.1 children per woman). 
 
 
 

Basque Country 1991 1996 2001 2004 
Synthetic fertility rate 1,0 1,0 1,1 1,2 
Fertility rates:         

15-19 4,0 2,6 3,3 4,7 
20-24 20,2 10,4 10,0 13,7 
25-29 69,3 51,7 43,1 44,5 
       

  Source: INE         
 
 

 
The age at which women have children is increasing. In 1991 the average age was 30.1 and in 
2004 it was 32.4. Hence, fertility rates among young women have gradually fallen, with a slight 
improvement in 2001, but always below the values of previous periods. 
 
 
This analysis in the three Historical Territories, as the situation in the Basque Country as a 
whole, indicates that the birth rate has increased. Gipuzkoa stands out with a rate that is higher 
than that for the Basque Country as a whole and the highest among the three territories. 
 
 
The highest values in the synthetic fertility rate go to Gipuzkoa. Above the rate for the Basque 
Country as a whole. 
 
 
In the three territories, we can detect a growth in the fertility rate of young women in all age 
groups. Women in the 20 to 24 age group and in the 25 to 29 age group do not reach the rates 
of the 1990s; after that growth is significant but fertility rates are low. However, women in the 15 
to 19 age group register higher rates than at the beginning of the 1990s. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Álava 1991 1996 2001 2004 

Synthetic fertility rate 1,0 1,0 1,0 1,2 
Fertility rates:         

15-19 4,0 2,6 4,3 5,1 
20-24 24,6 10,9 10,7 15,6 
25-29 78,1 56,5 42,7 46,0 

Bizkaia      
Synthetic fertility rate 0,9 0,9 1,0 1,1 
Fertility rates:         

15-19 4,7 3,0 3,6 5,2 
20-24 20,1 10,5 10,7 13,9 
25-29 64,0 46,5 37,6 39,4 

Gipuzkoa      
Synthetic fertility rate 1,0 1,1 1,2 1,3 
Fertility rates:         

15-19 2,8 1,9 2,5 3,5 
20-24 18,6 10,2 8,5 12,4 
25-29 74,9 58,5 52,3 52,3 
       

  Source: INE   
 
 

Another outstanding fact is the increase in the proportion of births among unmarried young 
women. In 1991, 9.9% of all birth in the Basque Country among women in the 15 to 29 age 
group involved unmarried women, however, in 2004 this rate has increased by 25% to 36.5%. 
 
This increase is noticeable in the three territories. Bizkaia registers the highest growth with 
31.5% more, followed by Alava with an increase of 25.5% and finally, Gipuzkoa, with 20.3%. 
 

Live births to unmarried young women compared to 
total live births among women in the 15 to 29 age 

range.                           1991-1996-2001-2004

29,7

9,5
15,6

27,1

35

10,3
16

28

41,8

9,4
13,6

21,3

0

10

20

30

40

50

1991 1996 2001 2005
Álava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa

 
 

The average age at which women become mothers in Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa is 32.4, and in 
Alava 32.2. 
  
 




