
Over the last ten years, the population of Basque youths has 
fallen by over 30% 

This fall in the number of youths has been especially noticeable in the 15 to 24 age 
group. Alava is the territory with the highest number of percentage of youths, even 
above the percentage for the Basque Country as a whole 

 
 

Data from the 2006 Municipal Census in the Basque 
Country indicate that the total population is 2,133,684, of 
which 17.8% are young people between the age of 15 and 
29; more specifically 380,788 young people. 
 
If we compare this data with that gathered one decade 

ago, we can see an increase in the total population but a 32% fall in the 
percentage of population in the 15 to 29 age range. In 1996 young people 
represented 23.9% of the Basque population; however, 2006 data indicated 
they only represented 17.8% of the population. 
 
This fall was detected, to a greater extent, among the youngest age group (15 
to 24). 
 

Total population and young people in the Basque Country. Total figures 
and percentages. CAPV. 1996-2006 

  1996   2006   
Total 2.098.055 100 2.133.684 100 
15-29 501.506 23,9 380.788 17,8 

15-19 149.809 7,1 91.140 4,3 
20-24 178.973 8,5 121.651 5,7 
25-29 172.724 8,2 167.997 7,9 

Source: Eustat, INE and own data. Data for 1996 corresponds to the Population and 
Housing Census, data for 2006 to the Municipal Census dated 1st January enero 

 
 

Concerning sex, the percentage of men in the 15 to 29 age group exceeds that 
for girls, as there are 105 boys for every 100 girls. 
 
In the Basque Country, for every 100 young people below the age of 20 there 
are 111 elderly people above the age of 65; consequently, the percentage of 
young people is losing weight if compared with the percentage of elderly 
people, as has been happening over the last six years. 
 
The panorama in the three historical territories in the Basque Country, if 
compared with data from 1996, highlights the increase in total population in 
Alava and Gipuzkoa but a fall in Bizkaia. Alava is the only territory whose 
population has increased continuously over the last decade. 
 
 



Concerning young people, the number of youths in the 15 to 29 age group has 
fallen in the three territories. 
 

Total population and young people in the Historical Territories. Total 
figures and percentages. CAPV. 1996-2006 

    Álava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa 
2006 Total 301.926 1.139.863 691.895 
  15-29 56.977 203.408 120.403 
1996 Total 281.821 1.140.026 676.208 
  15-29 69.054 271.344 161.108 

Source: Eustat, INE and own data. Data for 1996 corresponds to the Population and 
Housing Census, data for 2006 to the Municipal Census dated 1st January enero 

 
 

 
2006 data show that the highest percentage of young people in the 15 to 29 age 
group is found in Alava with18.9%. Concerning the replacement rate, Bizkaia is 
aging at a faster rate than the other two territories, as there are 119 people over 
the age of 65 for every 100 people under the age of 20. 
 

Population indicators in the historical territories. 2006 

  Basque 
Country Álava Bizkaia Gipuzkoa 

Youth rate 17,8 18,9 17,8 17,4 
Replacement 
rate 111 98 119 105 

Source: own data 

 
 

  
 


