
Almost six out of every ten youths in the 15 to 29 age range 
understand and speak the Basque language correctly. 
 
From 1996 to 2006 the overall Basque speaking population has grown by 6.4%, 
but more importantly, the said increase among young people has been over 
20%. 
 
 
Data from the 2006 Population and Housing Census reveal that 40.5% of 
the Basque population does not understand or speak the Basque 
language, that 37.4% understand, speak, read and write Basque correctly 
and that 22.1% understand, speak, read and write Basque with difficulty. 
Compared with data from ten years ago, the number of people who speak 
the Basque language correctly or with difficulty has increased, while the 
number of people who do not speak the language has fallen. 
 
Concerning youths, data for 2006 indicate that 57.2% speak Basque, 
26.1% speak Basque with difficulty and that 17.0% do not speak the 
language. Compared with data from 1996, the proportion of youths who do 
speak Basque has increased and the proportion of youths who do not speak 
Basque or speak it with difficulty has fallen. 
In relation to the entire Basque population, there is a greater proportion of 
Basque speakers (both fluent and those that speak the language with 
difficulty) among young people and a smaller proportion of youths who do 
not speak the Basque language. 
 

Knowledge of the Basque Language among the total population and 
among young people in the 15 to 29 age group. (%) Basque Country. 

1996-2006 
     

  1996 2006 

  
Total 

population
15-29 

Total 
population

15-29 

Basque 
Speakers 31.0 36.0 37.4 57.2 
Basque 
Speakers with 
difficulty 

20.0 34.0 22.1 26.1 

Non-Basque 
Speakers 49.4 31.0 40.5 17.0 

     
Source: Population and Housing Census. Eustat 

 
The analysis by age groups displays that, among the youngest (from 15 to 
19 years of age), there are a greater number of Basque speakers (67.8%) 
and only 11% are not Basque speakers. On the other hand, among youths 
in higher age groups (from 20 to 24 and from 25 to 29) the proportion of 
Basque speakers is lower and the proportion of non-Basque speakers is 
higher. In spite of this fall in the proportion of Basque speakers in the 
higher age group, over half of the youths in the three age groups are 
Basque speakers. 
 



As for the mother tongue declared by youths, Spanish was the mother 
tongue during childhood for 60.8% of Basque Speaking youths; Basque was 
the mother tongue for 27.2%, and both Basque and Spanish for 9.5%. 
Finally, 2.5% spoke another language during childhood. Among young 
people who speak Basque with difficulty, Spanish was the mother tongue for 
88.5%, Basque for 5.3%, another language for 3.4% and both Spanish and 
Basque for 2.8%. Finally, in the case of non-Basque speakers, Spanish was 
the mother tongue for 88.0%, another language for 6.9%, Basque for 3.5% 
and both Basque and Spanish for 1.6%. 
 
 
 

Young population in the15 to 29 age group based on their 
knowledge of Basque and their mother tongue. (%) 

Basque Country. 2006 
    

  
Basque 

Speakers 
Basque Speakers 

with difficulty 

Non-
Basque 

Speakers 
Basque 27.2 5.3 3.5 
Spanish 60.8 88.5 88.0 
Both 9.5 2.8 1.6 
Other 2.5 3.4 6.9 
    
Source: Population and Housing Census. Eustat 

 
 
Consult related data: 
Statistical indicators on the knowledge of the Basque Language by Basque 
youths. 
 

Related links: 
Basque Youth Observatory Statistical Indicator System 
 


