
17.1% of the Basque population are young people in the 15 to 29 age 
group 
 
Álava has the smallest population, only 14.3% of the total Basque population, 
but it is the territory with the highest rate of young people: 18.0% of people in 
the 15 to 29 age range. 
 
The 2007 Municipal Register indicates a total of 2,141,860 inhabitants in the 
Basque Country, where 48.9% are men and 51.1% are women. Compared with 
2006 data, there has been a slight increase in population (2006, 2,133,684 
inhabitants). 
 
Population distribution in the Basque Country, based on 2007 data, shows that 
Bizkaia concentrates 53.3% of the population, Gipuzkoa has 32.4% and that 
14.3% live in Álava. 
 
This unequal distribution of the population can also be found in each historical 
territory. In Álava, 75.1% of the population live in Vitoria-Gasteiz, 8.9% in towns 
that have between 10,000 to 2,001 inhabitants, 9.9% in towns with less than 
2,000 inhabitants and, finally, 6% of the population live in towns with 50,000 
to 10,001 inhabitants. The situation in Bizkaia is totally different from that of 
Alava, where 34.8% of the population is found in towns with 50,000 to 10,001 
inhabitants, 30.9% in towns with more than 100,000 inhabitants, 15.6% in 
towns with 100,000 to 50,001 inhabitants, 14.5% in towns with 10,000 to 2,001 
inhabitants and, finally, 4.1% in towns with fewer than 2,000 inhabitants. In 
Gipuzkoa, 42.6% of the population is found in towns with 50,000 to 10,001 
inhabitants, 26.4% in towns with more than 100,000 inhabitants, 17.8% in 
towns with 10,000 to 2,001 inhabitants, 8.7% in towns with 100,000 to 50,001 
inhabitants and, finally, 4.7% in towns with fewer than 2,000 inhabitants. 
 
 
Young people in the 15 to 29 age group 
 

17.1% of the Basque population are young people in the 15 to 29 age group, more 
specifically, 365,419 young people. If we compare this with data from 2006, we 
can see a fall in young population figures, but the group of young people in the 
15 to 29 age range maintains its weight within the total population. 
 

Population in the 15 to 29 age group Total figures and 
percentages. Basque Country. 2007-2006 

  2007 2006 
15-29 365,419 17.1 380,788 17.8 
       
Source: Municipal Register of Population dated 01/01/07 and 
01/01/06. INE and own data 

 
If we analyse young population figures for 2007, we find that 51.3% are boys 
(187,284 boys) and 48.7% are girls (178,135 girls). 
 



The data from 2007, broken down into age groups among young people in the 
15 to 29 age range, show that 24.3% are in the 15 to 19 age group, 32.0% are in 
the 20 to 24 age group and that 44.0% are in the 25 to 29 age group. 
 
In the Basque Country, for every 100 young people below the age of 20, there 
are 111 elderly people over the age of 65; therefore, the situation of 2006 
remains unchanged, as the percentage of young people is losing weight if 
compared with the percentage of elderly people. 
 
Concerning young people in the three historical territories; in Alava, young 
people in the 15 to 29 age group represent 18.0% of the total population, in 
Bizkaia they represent 17.1% and in Gipuzkoa, they represent 16.6%. Concerning 
2006 data, Gipuzkoa is the territory where the fall in the percentage of young 
people has been greatest. 
 

Percentage of young people in the Basque 
Country. Percentages. 2007-2006 

  2007 2006 
Basque Country 17.1 17.8 

Álava 18.0 18.9 
Bizkaia 17.1 17.8 
Gipuzkoa 16.6 17.4 

     

Source: Municipal Register of Population dated 
01/01/07 and 01/01/06. INE and own data 

 
Data on the population replacement rate in each territory display that Bizkaia is 
the territory with the most difficult situation in this field, as there are 118 people 
over the age of 65 for every 100 people under the age of 20. On the other hand, 
this rate in Alava and Gipuzkoa is lower than in the Basque Country as a whole 
(98 over 65s for every 100 under 20s and 105 over 65s for every 100 under 20s, 
respectively). 
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Links of interest: 
Statistics from the Basque Youth Observatory 
 


