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Drop in the number of marriages and increase in the nuptial age among Basque 
youth  
 
The average nuptial age in the Autonomous Region of the Basque Country (CAPV) is 33.7 
years in the case of boys and 31.5 years in the case of girls  
 
9,227 marriages have taken place in the CAPV in the year 2006. In contrast to data from 
ten years ago, the number of marriages has gone down. If we compare this with data from 
the period 2003, which is the period during the last decade when most marriages were 
recorded, the drop is greater.  
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Source: Eustat       

 
The nuptiality rate for the CAPV in the year 2006 is 4.4 marriages per 1,000 inhabitants. 
Data referring to the Spanish population shows that the nuptiality rate is slightly greater: 
4.6 marriages per 1,000 inhabitants.   
 
The average nuptial age in the CAPV in 2006 for girls is 31.5 years and 33.7 for boys. 
When compared to data from 1996, both girls and boys have delayed the age when they get 
married – in the case of girls, the average nuptial age in 1996 was 28.7 years and in the case 
of boys, 31.1 years.  
In comparison to data referring to the Spanish population, the average nuptial age of 
Spanish boys is 31.7 years and that of Spanish girls is 29.6 years. Therefore, the Basque 
population tends to get married later than the Spanish population.  
 
Young people from 15 to 29 years of age 
 
The latest data points to the fact that the number of girls who get married is greater than 
the number of boys (3,655 girls as opposed to 2,158 boys). In contrast to data from 1996, a 
drop in the number of young people who get married is detected: 39.5% less in the case of 
girls, 39.5% less and 44.5% less in the case of boys.   
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Already in 1996 there were more girls than boys who were getting married and, over the 
last ten years, the drop in the number of the boys who have been getting married is greater 
than that of girls.  
There are more girls who get married than boys, both among the Basque youth population 
and among the Spanish population between 15 and 29 years.  
Furthermore, the drop in the number of young people who have got married over the last 
ten years is greater among the Basque youth population than among the Spanish youth 
population (33.1% less in the case of Spanish boys and 24.8% less in the case of Spanish 
girls).  
 

Married couples <= 15 to 29 years from the 
CAPV and Spanish married couples from 15 to 

29 years. Absolute numbers. 1996-2006 
   

CAPV 1996 2006 

Males 3,892 2,158 
Females 6,049 3,655 
      

Spain 1996 2006 

Males 118,813 79,493 
Females 146,967 110,448 
   
Source: Eustat and 
INE     

 
 
 
 
Consultation of related data: 
Statistical indicators regarding the marital status of young Basque men and women.   

Related links: 
Statistics from the Basque Youth Observatory  
 


