
Over half of voluntary pregnancy interruptions notified in the year 
2005 involved women under 30 years of age 
 
The number of abortions among girls in the 15 to 29 age group in the Basque 
Country has increased, totalling 1,419 cases in 2005, 30% more than in 2002. The 
highest abortion rate is found among girls in the 20-24 age group. 
 
2,383 abortions were performed in the Basque Country in 2005. Furthermore, the 
abortion rate in the Basque Country is 5.3 abortions per 1,000 women in the 15 to 44 
age range. According to data gathered from the Abortion register, 579 more abortions 
were registered than in 2002. 
 
The situation in the group of women in the 15 to 29 age range also displays an increase 
in the number of voluntary abortions. 334 more abortions were notified in 2005 than 
three years ago. The rate of abortions involving girls under the age of 30 is 7.7 abortions 
per 1000 women between 15 and 29 years of age, two points higher than the total 
abortion rate for the Basque Country as a whole. Abortions involving girls in the 15 to 
29 age group represent 59.9% of all voluntary abortions. 
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Source: Register of Voluntary Abortions. Department of Culture of the Basque Government 

 
Analysing the situation by age groups, we find that 244 abortions were performed on 
young people in the 15 to 19 age group, 575 in the 20 to 24 age group and 600 in the 25 
to 29 group. Furthermore, the highest abortion rate is found among girls in the 20 to 24 
age group with 9.1 abortions per 1000 women; second comes the 15 to 19 group with 
7.3 abortions per 1000 women and, finally, the abortion rate among women in the 25 to 
29 group is 6.9 abortions per 1000 women. 
 
The 2004 Basque Youth report includes information on whether young people talk about 
contraceptive methods with their peers. If we view data on girls; 96% say they speak 
about this with their friends, 60% with their fathers and mothers and 58% with their 
teachers. Therefore, we can state that Basque youths do talk about existing 
contraceptive methods with people within their environment. 
 



Do you talk or have you talked about contraceptive methods with..... 
Percentages. Basque Country 2004 

  Girls in 15 to 29 age group 

  your father and 
mother? friends? teachers? 

Yes 60 96 58 
No 40 4 41 
Dk/Na 0 0 1 
Total % 100 100 100 
Source: 2004 Basque Youth Report. Basque Youth Observatory 

 
79.1% of all girls in the 15 to 19 age group who aborted in 2005 had not visited health 
centres to request contraceptive methods; the same can be said of 62.4% of girls in the 
20 to 24 age group and 55.5% of girls in the 25 to 29 age group. These figures display 
lack of prevention in sexual relationships between young people in spite of the fact that, 
as mentioned above, young people do discus these issues with people in their 
environment. 
 

Women in the 15 to 29 age group who have voluntarily aborted 
and who had not been to health care centres to access 

contraceptive measures. Percentages . Basque Country. 2005

79,1
62,4 55,5

0

20

40

60

80

100

15-19 20-24 25-29
 

Source: Register of Voluntary Abortions. Department of Culture of the Basque Government 
 

On the other hand, the 2006 Youth Tendency Report (part 1) indicates that girls in the 15 
to 29 age group believe that the health services are very useful in treating and 
preventing unwanted pregnancies (51.8% and 49.1% respectively). 
 
 


