
 
 
The number of young people starting drug dependency treatments has fallen 
 
The main drug young people are treated for is cocaine. Furthermore, since 1996 there has been a 
constant increase in the number of treatments for cannabis and alcohol. 
 
In 2007, 699 young people in the 15 to 29 age group in the Basque Country started drug dependency 
treatments. If we study the evolution of treatments started since 1996, we will find a 41.4% fall in the 
number of treatments among young people. The fall in the number of cases was constant until the year 
2000. Since then, the number of treatments started increased to 820 in 2003. In the 2004 - 2007 period, 
the number of cases fell below the 700 mark. 
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Source: Data provided by the Health Planning and Organisation Division, Health and Consumption Department. 

 
The situation, based on sex, for the year 2007 displays that most treatments started correspond to men 
(574 cases, 82.1% of the total), set against 17.8% of treatments for young women (125 cases). 
 
Concerning age groups, most of the treatments started correspond to young people in the older age 
group (53.2%), 34.3% correspond to young people in the 20 to 24 age group and 12.5% to young 
people in the 15 to 19 age group. 
 
47.8% of young people from 15 to 29 who require treatment do so due to the consumption of cocaine, 
20% due to the consumption of cannabis and 10.6% due to the consumption of alcohol.  
 
From 1996 to 2007, there was a significant fall in treatments due to the consumption of heroin among 
young people. Together with amphetamines, speed and ecstasy it is now one of the drugs that leads to a 
lower number of treatments. On the other hand, cannabis and alcohol are the drugs that have seen a 
greater increase in treatments among young people in the same period.  
 
 
 

 
 



Drug dependency treatment among young people in the 15 to 29 
age group, by drug type. Total figures. Basque Country. 1996-2007
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Source: Data provided by the Health Planning and Organisation Division, Health and Consumption Department. 
 
Both among women and men, the consumption of cocaine is the main cause for starting treatments 
(49.1% in men and 41.6% in women). Furthermore, we must highlight the number of cases due to the 
consumption of cannabis among men (21.7%). 
 
Among people in the 15 to 19 age group, the drug that leads to the greatest number of treatments is 
cannabis (55.2%), and among those in the older age groups, it is the consumption of cocaine (50.8% in 
the 20 to 24 age group and 51.8% in the 25 to 29 age group). 
 
 
Consult related data: 
Statistical indicators on starting treatments among youths in the 15 to 29 age group 

Related links: 
Statistical Indicator system of the Basque Youth Observatory 


