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Half of the young immigrants registered in the Basque Country come from South 
America 
 
The population of immigrants living in the Basque Country is younger than the average age 
of immigrants living in Spain. Furthermore, young foreigners represent 11.2% of the 
Basque population under the age of 30. 
 
There were 39,588 young foreigners registered in the Basque Country Municipal Registers 
on 1 January 2008. Compared with previous periods, the number of young foreigners has 
increased: more specifically, it has increased by 73.0% since 2001. 
 
Young immigrants represent 11.2% of Basque youths; the number of male individuals 
(50.7%) is slightly higher than the number of female individuals (49.2%). Concerning age 
groups, almost half are in the 25 to 29 age group (49.0%), 33.1% are in the 20 to 24 age 
group and 18.0% are in the 15 to 19 age group. 
 
Concerning the continents from which these young immigrants have originated, half come 
from America, 27.5% from Europe, 18.2% from Africa and the rest from Asia (5.0%) and 
Oceania (0.1%). 
 
The two main groups of young foreigners come from America and Europe. Among the 
young Europeans, most come from Rumania (46.2%) and Portugal (22.7%), and in the case 
of those of American origin, most come from South America, especially from Bolivia 
(23.1%) Colombia (20.0%), Ecuador (13.6%), Brazil (10.4%) and Paraguay (6.4%). 
 
An analysis based on sex displays that, in the case of young Americans, there are more 
women than men but that in the case of Europeans, there are more male individuals.  
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Comparison with the situation in Spain 
 
The foreign population in the Basque Country is younger than in the rest of Spain as 33.7% 
of foreigners are under the age of 30 while in Spain that proportion is 29.7%. 
 
On the other hand, the proportion of foreigners among the young population in the 
Basque Country is lower than in the rest of Spain: 11.2% of youths in the Basque Country 
are immigrants compared with 17.5% in Spain. 
 
Concerning autonomous regions in Spain, most have fewer foreigners than the average for 
Spain, as is the case in the Basque Country, except for Andalusia, the Balearic Islands, the 
Canary Islands, the Region of Valencia and the cities of Ceuta and Melilla.  
 
However, the Basque Country and most of the autonomous regions present lower 
proportions of immigrants among their youths than the average for Spain. Only Aragon, 
Castilla-La Mancha, Catalonia, the Region of Madrid, Region of Murcia and La Rioja have 
higher percentages of young foreigners. 
 
 

Foreign population in the 15 to 29 age group registered in the Basque 
Country, in Spain and in the autonomous regions. Percentages. 2008 

  
% of young foreigners 

compared with the total 
population of foreigners 

% of young foreigners 
compared with the total 

population of young people 
Basque Country 33.7 11.2 
Spain 29.7 17.5 
Andalusia 26.8 9.7 
Aragon 33.0 21.5 
Principality of Asturias 32.3 7.5 
The Balearic Islands 25.4 26.0 
The Canary Islands 23.0 15.1 
Cantabria 32.0 10.2 
Castilla y León 33.5 11.7 
Castilla-La Mancha 36.0 17.7 
Catalonia 31.3 25.2 
Region of Valencia 25.2 22.0 
Extremadura 31.6 5.1 
Galicia 30.0 6.0 
Region of Madrid 32.5 26.4 
Región de Murcia 30.4 22.3 
Region of Navarra 34.0 20.0 
La Rioja 32.6 24.4 
Ceuta*  19.2 3.4 
Melilla* 22.7 9.1 

Source: Municipal Register of Population dated 01/01/2008. INE and own data 
* Autonomous cities     

 
 
 
Consult related data: 
Statistical indicators on foreign youths registered in the Basque Country 

Related links: 
Statistics from the Basque Youth Observatory 
 


