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The Basque population is aging: over the last seven years, the youth 
index has fallen by almost 5% and is now 16.4%. 
 
There are currently 354,176 young people between the ages of 15 and 29, 
80,000 fewer than in 2001. Álava is the historical territory that has aged 
least and where the youth index is highest (17.4%) and it is the only 
territory with a replacement level where the population over the age of 65 
does not match the number of people under 20 years of age (97.7). 
 
 
According to the Municipal Register for 2008, the Basque Country was home 
to 354,176 young people between the ages of 15 and 29. Youths accounted 
for 16.4% of the total population. 
Compared with data for 2001 from the Population and Home Census, the 
number of young people has fallen by 80,491 - 18.5% fewer young people 
than in 2001. 
 
The data for the 2008 period display that, among youths, there are more 
boys than girls - 51.3% boys and 48.7% girls. 
 
Concerning age groups, among young people in the 15 to 29 range, 43.3% 
are in the 25 to 29 group, 31.7% are in the 20 to 24 age group and 25.0% 
are young people in the 15 to 19 age group. 
 
Over the last seven years, the fall in the number of young people in the 15 
to 29 age group has been significant; in 2001 young people accounted for 
20.9% of the total population and in 2008 for 16.4%. Furthermore, the 
replacement index displays that there are more elderly people than young 
people, as for every 100 youths aged 20, there are 110 people aged 65. 
 
The Historical Territories 
The youth index in the historical territories indicates that Alava is the 
territory with the highest proportion of young people in the 15 to 29 age 
group (17.4%), followed by Bizkaia with 16.4% and finally Gipuzkoa with 
16.0%. 
 
Concerning the replacement level, Alava is the least aged territory as for 
every 100 young people aged 20 there are 97.7 aged 65. In Gipuzkoa the 
rate is 104.2 and in Bizkaia, for every 100 youths aged 20, there are 118.5 
people aged 65. 
 
Districts 
If we study the youth index in the different districts in relation to the youth 
index for the Basque Country, which is 16.4%, we can see that the districts 
where the index is higher than the Basque Country index are Llanada 
Alavesa (17.8%), Cantábrica Alavesa (17.1%), Duranguesado (17.1%), 
Urola Costa (17.1%), Goierri (16.6%), Gran Bilbao (16.4%) and Bajo 
Bidasoa (16.4%). In the other districts, the proportion of young people in 
the 15 to 29 age group is lower than the Basque Country figure. The lowest 
figure is found in the Montaña Alavesa district (11.4%). 
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Concerning the replacement rate in the different districts, those with a 
higher rate than the rate for the entire Basque Country are Montaña 
Alavesa (238.1), Valles Alaveses (149.1), Bajo Deba (131.0), Markina-
Ondarroa (130.3), Gernika-Bermeo (129.4), Encartaciones (128.9), Gran 
Bilbao (123.7), Alto Deba (114.7), Arratia-Nervión (112.3), Rioja Alavesa 
(111.9) and Cantábrica Alavesa (111.5). The replacement rates in the other 
districts are lower than the figure of the entire Basque Country. In some of 
these districts the number of aged people is not as high as the number of 
young people and, therefore, the generational replacement can be 
guaranteed. 
 
 

Youth index and replacement rate in the Basque Country. 2008 

      

  
Youth 
index 

Replacement 
rate   Youth 

index 
Replacement 

rate 
Basque Country 16.4 110.6 Álava 17.4 97.7 

    Bizkaia 16.4 118.5 

    Gipuzkoa 16.0 104.2 
Valles Alaveses 12.1 149.1 Gernika-Bermeo 16.0 129.4 
Llanada Alavesa 17.8 93.9 Markina-Ondarroa 16.1 130.3 
Montaña Alavesa 11.4 238.1 Plentzia-Mungia 15.9 70.9 
Rioja Alavesa 16.1 111.9 Bajo Bidasoa 16.4 92.1 
Estribaciones del 
Gorbea 13.5 76.5 Bajo Deba 15.8 131.0 

Cantábrica Alavesa 17.1 111.5 Alto Deba 16.3 114.7 

Arratia-Nervión 16.0 112.3 
Donostia-San 
Sebastián 15.6 110.0 

Gran Bilbao 16.4 123.7 Goierri 16.6 103.0 
Duranguesado 17.1 95.1 Tolosa 15.8 89.3 
Encartaciones 16.3 128.9 Urola Costa 17.1 79.7 
      
Source: Municipal Population Register dated 1st January 2008. INE and own data 
Youth index=Percentage representing the 15 to 29 age group in relation to the total population 
Replacement rate= Population >=65 for every 100 youths aged 20. 

 
 
TOTAL POPULATION 
 
In 2008, the total population of the Basque Country was registered at 
2,157,112 people, according to the Municipal Population Register. 
Furthermore, the said register indicates that the over half of all inhabitants 
are women (51.1%) and that the population has increased slightly since 
2001 (2,082,587 people). 
 
The data collected for the 2008 period display that the distribution of the 
population by historical territories was 53.1% in Bizkaia, 32.5% in Gipuzkoa 
and 14.4% in Álava. 
 
Concerning the distribution of inhabitants by districts, those that 
concentrate most of the population in the Basque Country are Gran Bilbao 
(40.5%), Donostialdea (14.9%) and Llanada Alavesa (11.5%). 
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In the Historical Territory of Alava, the district with the highest proportion of 
inhabitants is Llanada Alavesa, with 80.0% of the population of Alava. The 
high figures for this district are due to the fact that Vitoria-Gasteiz, which 
includes 75.1 % of the population in Alava, is part of this area. 
In the Historical Territory of Bizkaia, the district with the highest number of 
inhabitants is Gran Bilbao (76.2%), which includes a number of densly 
populated towns and cities: Bilbao, Barakaldo, Getxo, Portugalete, 
Santurtzi, Basauri, among others. 
Concerning the Historical Territory of Gipuzkoa, 46.0% of the population of 
Gupuzkoa is concentrated in Donostialdea, 11.0% in Bajo Bidasoa and 
10.1% in Urola Costa. These data display that, unlike Alava and Bizkaia, the 
population of Gipuzkoa is not so concentrated. 
 
 
Consult related data: 
Statistical indicators on youths in the 15 to 29 age group. 
 

Related links: 
Statistical Indicator system of the Basque Youth Observatory 
 


