
 
 
Eight out of every ten youths state that young people should be consulted before any public 
decision that affects them is made 
 
Taking part in a public demonstration, signing a petition and participating in debates or forums are the 
most important actions, in the opinion of youths, to express their opinions and are the actions in which 
they participate most often. 
 
 
In 2008, the Basque Youth Observatory prepared a study on citizen participation and the European 
Union through a telephone survey that collected the opinions of young people in the 15 to 29 age 
group from the Basque Autonomous Region.  
 
When asked which actions enable young people to participate more actively as members of society, 
83.5% answered that young people should be consulted before any public decision that affected them is 
taken; 77.0% believed that there should be more programmes promoting volunteer work and 65.2% 
agreed with introducing an obligatory educational programme on citizenship in schools. On the other 
hand, only 20.6% supported the possibility of lowering the voting age to enable them to participate 
more actively. 
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Concerning the political actions that young people find more important to guarantee that their opinion 
is heard; 27.5% mentioned participating in debates with politicians, 15.7% being a member of an NGO, 
14.7% taking part in demonstrations and 10.5% supported signing petitions. The political actions that 
young people found less interesting were joining a political party (8.4%) and joining a trade union 
(9.9%). It is important to emphasize that 12.2% of youths have no opinion or do not answer this 
question and only 2% believe that none of the said political actions guarantee that their opinions will he 
heard. 
 
Concerning the interest young people display for political activities and current affairs in their city or 
town, 59.3% displayed interest. On their country, 53.6% display interest and on the current situation of 
the European Union, the percentage falls to 29%. 
 
Regarding whether Basque youths vote at elections or referendums, 68.6% of those old enough to vote 
have voted over the last three years. 30.2% state they have not voted. 



 
In relation to how they have been involved in political activities over the last year, the most commonly 
mentioned activity is taking part in a demonstration (45.6%). 20.9% state they have signed a petition 
and 17.6% have expressed their points of view in a debate or on-line forum. The systems least used by 
young people to express their ideas includes working for an association or NGO (8.4%), participating 
in or being a member of a trade union (5.4%) and working for a political party or action group (3.4%). 
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Source: Study on citizen participation and the European Union 2008, Basque Youth Observatory 

 
 
 
Consult related data: 
Statistical indicators on citizen participation of youths in the 15 to 29 age group. 

Related links: 
Statistical Indicator system of the Basque Youth Observatory 


