
 
 
A 75.3% fall in the number of young people killed in traffic accidents since 1993 
 
Practically all the young people who died were men. 
 
According to data provided by the Traffic Department, 199,455 young people between 15 and 29 had a 
driving licence or permit in 2008*. Consequently, for every 1,000 youths in the 15 to 29 age group, 563 
had a driving license or permit. 
 
Over half of those with driving licences or permits were men (56.4%). Concerning age groups, over 
half were in the 25-29 age group (55.3%), 35.4% were in the 20-24 group and, finally, 9.4% were 
between 15 and 19 years of age. 
 
 
Young drivers in the 15 to 29 age group involved in traffic accidents 
 
The data for 2008 indicate that 5,051 young drivers between 15 and 29 were involved in traffic 
accidents. Of this group of youths, seven out of ten were men.  
 
Concerning age groups, 49.6% were in the 25-29 age group, 39.2% were in the 20-24 group and, finally, 
11.2% were between 15 and 19 years of age. Although the data shows that over half of youths who had 
been involved in an accident were in the 25 to 29 age group, it is important to stress than the number 
of drivers in that age group was six time greater than the number of drivers in the 15 to 19 age group 
and double the number of drivers between 20 and 24 years of age. If we look at the percentage of 
accidents compared with the number of drivers in each age group, we shall find that 30 out of every 
1000 youths in the 15 to 19 age group were involved in an accident as a driver compared with 28 out of 
every 1000 in the 20 to 24 age group and 23 in the 25 to 29 age group. Therefore, the highest accident 
rate involved the youngest drivers. 
 
The development of the situation of young drivers involved in traffic accidents displays that in 1999 
there was a significant increase in the number of youths involved in accidents but that, since then, the 
number of cases has been falling. 
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Source: Data provided by the Traffic Department, Interior Department. 

 
If we look at the day of the week when most traffic accidents involving young drivers happen, the data 
for 2008 indicate that most accidents happen on Fridays but the difference with other days is not very 
significant. On the other hand, Sunday is the day with fewest accidents involving young people. 
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Source: Data provided by the Traffic Department, Interior Department. 

 
Eight out of every ten young drivers in the 15 to 29 age group involved in traffic accidents were driving 
a light vehicle (private car, vehicles based on private cars, lorries or vans with a maximum authorised 
weight below or equal to 3,500 kg and adapted multi-purpose vehicles). 6.1% were riding two-wheel 
vehicles (bicycles, mopeds and motorcycles), 5.2% were driving heavy duty vehicles and finally, 0.3% 
other types of vehicles. 
 
 
Young people in the 15 to 29 age group killed in traffic accidents 
 
In 2008, 22 young people in the 15 to 29 age group died in traffic accidents. Since 1993, the number of 
young people killed in these circumstances has fallen; more specifically, there has been a 73.5% fall. 
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Source: Data provided by the Traffic Department, Interior Department. 

 
Concerning sex, almost all young people killed were men (19 men and 3 women). Concerning age 
groups, most victims were between 20 and 24 years of age (9) although this figure is not much higher 
than the number of young people killed in the youngest and oldest groups (6 victims in the 15 to 19 age 
group and 7 victims in the 25 to 29 age group). 
 
Of the 22 young people killed in traffic accidents in 2008, 15 were driving at the time of the accident, 6 
were passengers and 1 was a pedestrian. 



 
 
* All types of vehicles (motorcycles, cars, vans...) 
 
Consult related data: 
Statistical indicators on traffic accidents among youths in the 15 to 29 age group 

Related links: 
Statistical Indicator system of the Basque Youth Observatory 


