
Over the last decade, the level of trust young people 
from the Basque Autonomous Region have displayed 

in the institutions has fallen 

NGOs, the Basque Government and the Basque Parliament have suffered 
the greatest decline since 1999 

According to data collected in the latest "Youth Portraits" report for the year 2009, 
the NGOs and the Basque Government (of those mentioned) are the institutions 
most trusted by young men and women, although this trust has fallen significantly 
over the last ten years: in 1999 they were trusted by 77% and 69% respectively, in 
2009 those figures were 60% and 51%. 

And less than half of youths in the 15 to 29 age group now claim to trust in 
companies (47%), trade unions (45%), justice (44%), the Basque Parliament 
(43%), the UN (40%) and the media (39%). Even less trust in the army (22%), the 
church (18%) and in political parties (18%).  

 

  

Compared with the population of the Basque Autonomous Region aged 30 or over, 
young people present higher levels of trust in the trade unions, in justice and in the 
UN, and, conversely, less trust in the Basque Government, in the Basque 
Parliament, in the church and in political parties. 

Considering the differences that can be perceived among young people themselves, 
we can mention that, first of all, those between 15 and 17 are, in general, more 
likely to trust in the different institutions, and the greatest discrepancies are found 
in relation to the Basque Government, the Basque Parliament, justice, the media, 
the church and political parties. 

Girls also tend to display greater levels of trust than boys. The only case in which 
boys display greater trust than girls is in relation to political parties. 



But, rather than age and sex, the determining factor is the sense of identity: those 
who feel predominantly Basque display considerably less trust in the different 
institutions that those who do not have that sense of predominating identity. 

• Source: “Youth Portraits - 13” (Sociological Research Office of the Basque 
Government, 2010). 

 

http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-7657/es/contenidos/informacion/gazteen_argazkiak_bilduma/es_5561/adjuntos/gazteen_argazkiak_13.pdf

