
 

 

In the Basque Autonomous Region, the rate of young women who 
suffered acts of gender-related violence in 2010 (6.6) was twice the 
overall rate (3.1) 

 

These rates were somewhat lower than those recorded in 2009 for 
both groups 

According to data collected by the Department for the Care of Victims of 
Gender-Related Violence and analysed by the Basque Youth Observatory, 
of every thousand young women in the Basque Autonomous Region aged 15 
to 29, 6.6 were victims of gender-related violence in 2010. This type of 
violence is understood to include violence exercised by the victim's partner 
or former partner, domestic violence, excluding that exerted by the partner 
or former partner, and violence against sexual freedom. 

In the same year, this rate for the total female population in the Basque 
Autonomous Region Country was 3.1. 

It should be noted that we are referring to women who decide to report 
these cases, women who, in one way or another, have decided to break 
with a situation of violence and bring their problem out into the public 
sphere. A personal decision that must often overcome external resistance 
(fear of being accused of lying, social judgement, becoming a victim 
twice…); internal resistance (tendency to minimize the seriousness of ill-
treatment, feelings of guilt, shame…) and other considerations such as the 
perception that complaining will bring about greater violence, as often 
happens. 

Comparing data from 2010 with records from 2009, we can see that the 
rate of women who have become victims of this type of violence has fallen, 
both among young women and among women in other age groups. 
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http://www.gazteaukera.euskadi.net/r58-854/en/


These data necessary lead to the following questions: Are young women 
subject to greater levels of gender-related violence than other women? Or is 
it that, faced with the same situation, they are prepared to report cases? 

In any case, profound research and awareness actions are required to 
prevent these cases; actions that must involve society as a whole and 
display this phenomenon in its structural and symbolic dimension. 

 

 


