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18 December: International Migrants Day 
 

The percentage of young foreign residents in the Basque Autonomous 
Region (31%) is double the percentage of native young people (15%) 

Between 2000 and 2010, the number of young residents aged 15 to 29 in the 
Basque Autonomous Region increased from 5,882 people to 44,591, i.e. a 700% 
increase approximately. 

This increase has affected the three age sub-groups. Among people aged 15 to 19 
totals have increased from 1,202 to 8,080; in the 20 to 24 age group the increase 
has been from 1,891 to 14,493 and among 25 to 29 year olds, the largest group, 
from 2,789 to 22,018. 

 

In 2010, the age distribution of young people was as follows: people aged 15 to 19 
accounted for 18%; those aged 20 to 24 represented 33% and people in the 25 to 
29 age group accounted for 49%. 

In 2000, concerning the gender distribution of young foreign residents in the 
Basque Autonomous Region, 48% were men and 52% were women and in 2010 the 
situation had turned slightly toward a pre-eminence of men (51%) over women 
(49%). 

The youth rate (which represents the percentage of people aged 15 to 29 in any 
given population) for foreign residents in the Basque Autonomous Region is 31%, 
up from 28% in 2000. This reflects a balanced population pyramid that 
compensates the distortions that are beginning to appear in the general population 
pyramid in the Basque Autonomous Region, with a 15% youth rate. 
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2000-2010. Evolution of young foreign people in the Basque Autonomous Region 
by age group (total numbers)

15-19 1202 8080

20-24 1891 14493

25-29 2789 22018

TOTAL 15-29 5882 44591

2000 2010

Source: Basque Youth Observatory based on data from the INE’s Municipal Register of Inhabitants 
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Therefore, the presence of a foreign community with a greater proportion of young 
people has had a beneficial effect on our region's population pyramid, as the aging 
of the population is making the Basque Country one of the regions with the lowest 
proportion of young people in Europe.  

These data have been analysed by the Basque Youth Observatory based on data 
from the National Statistic Institute's Municipal Register of Inhabitants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2000-2010. Evolution of youth rates of foreign 
and native population
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Source: Basque Youth Observatory based on data from the INE’s Municipal Register of Inhabitants 


